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STATED MEETINGS OF THE BOARD, 1881-82. 


Second Monday in each month, at three o’clock P. M. 


BY-LAWS OF THE BOARD. 


. All meetings shall be opened with prayer, after which the roll shall 
be called. 


. All Committees shall be nominated by the presiding officer, and 
approved by. the Executive Board, unless otherwise specially 
ordered. 


. No moneys shall be paid out of the Treasury but by order of the 
Executive Board. 


. All resolutions, if required, shall be presented in writing. 


. Whenever a vacancy occurs in the Executive Board, the fact shall 
be entered on the minutes, and, at the next stated meeting, the 
Board shall proceed to fill such vacancy by ballot. 


. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Chairman of 
the Board, or by the Corresponding Secretary of the Society, 
upon the written request of three or more members of the 
Board. But no business shall be transacted at such special 
meetings other than that specified in the call. 


. No By-Law of the Board shall be suspended for any temporary 
purpose, unless by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the 
Board. | 
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1. Prayer. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


2. Calling of the Roll. 

3. Reading of the Minutes of last Meeting. 
4. Report of Treasurer. 

5. Communications from the Corresponding Secretary. 
6. Reports from Standing Committees. 


7. Miscellaneous Business. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE, MISSIONS. 


J. B. Hoyt, E. T. 
Joun H. Deane, J. F. Exper, 
S. S. Constant, D. B. Jurren, 
Wan. A. CaAULDWELL, J. B. Tomas, 
Jos. Brokaw. JoHN PEDDIE. 


CHURCH EDIFICE. 
W. H. Parmty, 
Wma. PHELPs, 
Jos. Brokaw, 
ALBERT G. Lawson, 


B. F. Jupson. 


EDUCATION. 
Epwarp LatHrop, 
Emory J. Haynes, 
J. P. Townsenpn, 
Wm. H. Jameson, 


EpwarpD JupDsON. 


ADVISORY. 
S. S. Consranrt, 
J. B. Hoyt, 
H. L. Morenovse, 
J. F. Exper, 
Joun H. Deane. 
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Officers of the Society and Executive Board. 


OFFICERS. 
President—How. JAMES L. HOWARD, Conn. 


Vice-Presidents— 


Hon. J. H. WALKER, Mass. 
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, Esg., Ohio. 


Treasurer—JOSEPH B. HOYT, Esq., Conn. 


Auditors— | 


WILLIAM PHELPS, Esq., N. Y. 
JOSEPH BROKAW, Esq., N. Y. 


Corresponding Secretary —Rrv. HENRY L. MOREHOUSE, D.D.,N. Y. 
Recording Secretary—Rev. D. B. JUTTEN, N. Y. 


MANACERS. 


FIRST CLASS, expiring in 1882. 


Rev. W. H. PARMLY, D.D.. . Jersey City, N. J. 


Rev. J. F. ELDER, D.D............ New York. 
8. 8S. CONSTANT, Esq..............New York. 
W. H. JAMESON, Esq......... Brooklyn, N. Y. 

. P. TOWNSEND, Esq ............. New York. 


SECOND CLASS, expiring in 1883. 
Rev. J. B. THOMAS, D.D.....Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rev. EMORY J. HAYNES..... Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rev. JOHN PEDDIE, D.D.......... New York. 
B. F. JUDSON, Esq............ York. 
Rev. ALBERT G. LAWSON... Brooklyn, N. Y. 


THIRD CLASS, expiring in 1884. 


JOHN H. DEANE, 
WM. A. CAULDWELL, Esq.......... 
Rev. E. T. HISCOX, D.D............-...- 
Rev. E. LATHROP, 
Rev, EDW. JUDSON........... 


...-.New York. | 
York. 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Conn. 


Chairman of the Executive Board. 
8. S. CONSTANT. 


Recording Secretary of the Board, and 
Assistant Treasurer Church Edifice Fund. 
J. GREENWOOD SNELLING. 


Assistant Treasurer. 
JAMES M. WHITEHEAD. 


Assistant Corresponding Secretary. 
WILLIAM W. BLISS. 
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6 TREASURER'S REPORT. | 1881. 
Joseph B. Hoyt, Treasurer, in account with 
Dr. MISSIONS AND EDUCATION. 
1881. 
March 31. |To Cash received as per detailed statement on page 13.| $169,312 77 
‘* Balance against the Society .......... ....-..... 29,955 36 
$199,268 13 
CHURCH EDIFICE LOAN FUND. 
1881. 
March 31.'To Contributions for the $244 00 
** Expenses on Real Estate, 1879, 792 15 
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED............-.0+ee008: $43,799 87 
. 
$70,151 56 
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1881. | TREASURER'S REPORT. 7 


the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 


MISSIONS AND EDUCATION. Cr. 
1881. | 
March 31. |By Balance as per last Report... .... .......... ...| $18,373 75 
‘* Expenditures as per detailed statement on page 12., 180,894 38 
$199,268 13 
1881. 
April 1. By Balance against the Society...... $29,955 36 
CHURCH EDIFICE LOAN FUND. 
1881. | 
March 31. By Cash Loans made during the year. viz.;: 
General Fund.............. $12,000 OU 
Prescott, Arizona.......... 250 OU 
Leadville 500 00 
Dell Rapids, Dak.......... 250 00 
Ottawa. Kan , Col’d........ 300 00 
Cedar Rapids. Neb.... .... 350 00 
Burrton, Kan.............. 350 V0 
Elk Falis, Kan............. 300 00 
Emporia. Kan. Col’d...... 250 00 
Hutchinson, Kan...... 300 0U 
Omaha Neb., Scandinavians, 1,500 00 
Springfield, Ill.,Col’d. .... 750 00 
Geneva, Neb........ 100 00 
Ida Grove, Iowa........ Sweet 500 00 
North Topeka, Kan. Col’ 300 00 
Murfreesboro’, Tenn., Col’d 00 
$18,600 00 
. * paid Corresponding Secretary, Salary................ $600 00 
| 634 31 
«  «* Assistant Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, etc........ 1,027 27 
** = Missionaries to insure care of Loans................ 1,586 61 
Jnterest to Illinois General Assoviation.............. 1,095 52 
‘ Care of Real Estate................. | 154 40 
* « Repairs on Church at White Plains, N. Y....... 951 33 
Miscellaneous, viz. : 
Rent, Fuel, Water and Care of Rooms! $336 00 
Printing and Statiouer)........ .... 119 61 
Safe Deposit Vault.......... 18 00) 
Anniversary Lxpenuses...... 41 67 
Home Mission Monthly.............. 145 62 
| 26,189 52 
ToTAL 43,962 04 
** Balance in the Treasury April 1. ld>!l..............-. | 
$70,151 56 
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TRUST FUNDS. 


8 TREASURER S REPORT. 1881. 

Joseph B. Hoyt, Treasurer, in account with 

Dr. CHURCH EDIFICE BENEVOLENT FUND. 

1881. 


To Amount of Funds, as per last Report... $135,916 91 
added to Permanent Funds: 
Interest . 1,229 23 
“ es udded to Conditional Funds : 
$181 502 24 
1881. 
Aprill. To Balance of Trust Funds............. $180,502 24 
SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS, LEGACIES, ETC. 
General Contributions from Churches and Individuals.......... .. .... $86,086 82) 
Contributions tor Schools and Buildings.. ee steeeeeeceesee | 23,108 47 
Church Edifice Loan Fund... ab | 244 07 
os Benevolent Fund..... ............... 535 20 
$109,974 49 
Legacies, Missions and Freedmen............. 26,175 14 
34,537 03 
Received from Students for their board and tuition ................... | 21.276 33 
** Interest on Loans to churches ...................... | 10,112 70 
Loans Repaid during the 31,200 73 
ToTaL AMOUNT RECEIVED INTO THE TREASURY, EXCLUSIVE OF 
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1881. | “TREASURER’S REPORT. 9 


the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 


CHURCH EDIFICE KbENEVOLENT FUND. Cr. 

1881. 
March 31.|By Gift to Church at Forest City, $200 00 
“ Cash paid Architects for Plans for Church Edifices............. veal 520 00 
“ for Lithographing Plans, etc... 41 30 
ToTaL $761 30 
** Balance in the Treasury April 1, 18#1.................. ...... pane] 6,773 90 
$7,586 20 


TRUST FUNDS. 


By amount transferred to General Contributions from Conditional Funds, the an-| 


$181,502 24 


AUDITORS CERTIFICATE. 


This certifies that we have carefully examined the accompanying accounts, and have com- 
pared the entries with the vouchers connected therewith, and find the same correct. We 
have also examined the securities of the Society, and find them to agree with the entries in 
the Treasurer's books. 


Signed, WM. PHELPS. ‘i 
JOSEPH BROKAW. | 4¥titors. 


New York, May 3, 1881. 
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10 TREASURER’S REPORT. (1881. 


EXPENDITURES OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY ON ACCOUNT 
OF MISSIONS AND EDUCATION, FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1881, 


Cash d Missionaries since last Report, viz. : 

to the English -speaking REM $33,679 68 

$54,759 69 
FREEDMEN’S SCHOOLS. | 


« = Wayland Seminary— 


Salary of Key. G. M. P. King, Principal.......... $1.699 94 ' 
7,832 46 
Richmond Institute— 
Salary of Rey. C. H. Corey, Priticipal . $1,500 00, 
“ ‘ Assistant Teachers....;..... ... 1,706 46, 
Site tor New Building. ga 5,028 00 
11,948 09 
« Shaw University— 
Salary of Rev. H. M. Tupper, Principal......... $1,500 00 
Teachers ... 3.025 00 
Dining Hall and Chapel.... 548 35. 
Medical Building................ 1,900 00. 
12,888 43 


Benedict Institute— | 
Salary of Rev. E. J. Goodspeed, D.D., Principal. $1,275 02 


* Assistant Teachers... 2.187 47 
Expense Account 4,852 45, 
Furniture, Furnaces and Stoves................ 1,395 35 

19 
Atlanta Seminary— 
Salary of Key. J. T. Robert. LL. D., ee . $1,500 00 

§,256 83) 
Nashville Institute— | 
Salary of Rev. D. W. Phillips, D.D., Principal..... $1,513 65 

16,422 55 
** Natchez Seminary-- | 
Salary of Rev. Charles Ayer, Principal.......... $1,500 00 
Assistant Teachers.. 1,533 32 
Traveling Expenses of Rev. Charles Ayer... . 40 20 

6,217 75 

Amount carried $76,702 30 $54,759 59 
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1881. | TREASURERS REPORT. 11 
Amount brought Forward $76,702 30, $54,759 59 
FREEDMEN’S SCHOOLS.-—Continued. | 
Cash paid Leland University— | 
Salary of Rev. 8S. J. Axtell, Jr., Principal....... $1,500 00 
od “ Assistant Teachers........... ....... 1,500 0. 
3 269 50 
“ Selma School— | 
‘ Florida Institute—- | 
Salary of Rey. J. L. A. Fish, Principal......... $583 33 
2,842 79 
Marshall School— 
Purchase of School Property................... $1,611 75 
Appropriations not yet expended............. ,500 
«4,111 75 
“ Indian University— 
Salary of A. C. Bacone, Principal............... $440 00 
128 00 
- 638 00 
ToTAL EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS.............. 89,265 72 
“ "© Government Schools, Indian Territory— 
Teachers’ Salaries, viz. 
575 00. 
Mr. T N. Johnson.......... 250 00 
Miss Sarah H. Champney................... 227 70) 
3.358 70 
“ = Corresponding Secretary— | 
Rev. H. L. Morehouse, D D.. Salary..................... $2,400 00 
Traveling 137 23 
— 2,537 23 
“ « District Secretaries— | 
Rey. A. P. Mason, D.D., Salary............... 
Traveling Expenses..... .. 355 53 $2355 53 
Rey. C. P. Sheldon, D.D., Salary............. 2,000 00 
Traveling Expenses... . 431 26, 2,431 26 
Rev. Thomas Swaim, D.D , Salary ........... 2,075 00. 
Traveling Expenses ...... 426 40 2,501 40 
Rev. Wm. M. Haigh, D.D., Salary........... 1,866 64 
Traveling Expenses........ 438 73 2305 37) 
Rey. James Cooper. D.D Salary... ........ 1517 16 
Traveling Expenses........ 417 77) 1,934 93 
11.528 49 
“ Assistant Treasurers, Assistant Secretary, etc . at the Roome... 4,109 16 
“ = Designated Funds, per desire of Donors, Missions......... ... $2 269 20 
Freedmen ...... .... 420 49 
2.689 69 
Interest on Borrowed | 1,307 47 
“ Expenses attending care of Real Estate, Taxes, Legal Expenses, ; apreny 
“ General Association of Illinois, sent to the Society by mistake. | : 21 80 
$175,229 61 


Amount carried Forward teense 
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12 TREASURER’S REPORT. (1881. 
Amount brought Forward...... ......... $175,229 61 
Cash paid Miscellaneous— | 
Rent, Fuel, Water and Care of Rooms. . | $1,344 00 
Anniversary 190 20 
Home Mission Monthly 2,158 51 
Insurance on Office Furniture................ 5 4 
Certificates for Life Members................ 25 00 
Expense Collecting Legacies.................. 215 98 
Rent of Safe Deposit Vaults............ 77 00 
Office Furniture........ 182 40 
Imcidontal Expemees .... 169 61 5,664 77 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES FoR THE YEAR ... 180,894 38 
Balance against the Society April 1, 1880 18,373 75 
| $199,268 13 


RECEIPTS OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY FOR MISSIONS 


AND EDUCATION, FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1881, 
$84,266 74 
Specially Designated—Missions Vallee $1,271 17 
1,820 08 
26,175 14 
Total of General Contributions and Legacies, not including ——— 
Contributions for the Schools....................e0005. | $112,261 96 
FREEDMEN’S SCHOOLS. 
Wayland Seminary— | 
Contributions for Wayland Seminary $1,131 14) | 
Cash from Studentsof* 66 
Cash from Sale of 285 01 
Contributions for New 1,755 00. 
$4,153 81 
Richmond Institute— | | 
Contributions for Richmond Institute................ $1,618 69 
Cash received from New York Colonization Society.... 300 00. | 
“ from Students of Richmond Institute ......... 1,481 95 
Contributions for New Building....................-- 50 00 
3,450 64 
Shaw University — 
Contributions for Shaw University................ «-e+ $316 65 
Cash from Students of Shaw University.............. 5,596 43 
Cash from Students for Dining Hail and Chapel! ..... 548 35 
Contributions for Medical Building................. - 1,900 00 
8,361 43 
Benedict Institute— 
Contributions for Benedict Institute ................. ec 13 
Cash received from New York Colonization Society. . 125 00 
Cash from Students of Benedict Institute............ 2,695 18 
Contributions 1,350 U0. 
“ Furnishing ‘‘Colby Hall”’......... 837 25 
Repairing Benedict Institute...... 500 00 
6,528 56 


_Amount carried Forward 
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Amount brought Forward.. 
FREEDMEN’S SCHOOLS.—Continued. 
Atlanta Semiuary— 


Contributions for Atlanta Seminary.. $893 05 
Cash received from New York Colonization Society. 450 00 
“ from Students of Atlanta Seminary 292 35 


Nashville Institute— 
Contributions for Nashville Institute................ Woe” a 
Cash received from New York Colonization Society. . | 
“ Students of Nashville Institute. . 7,408 47 


Natchez Seminary— 
Contributions for Natchez Seminary............ ..... $573 O1 
Cash from Students of Natchez Seminary............ 2,016 64 
Surplus of last year returned........................ 21 09 


Leland University— | 
Contributions for Leland University 


Selma School— | 
Contributions for Selma School 


Florida Institute— | 
Contributions for Florida Institute.................... $1,621 ss 


30 
Surplus of last year 25 00 


Marshall School— 
Contributions for Marshall School 


Indian University — 
Contributions for Indian University 


— 


TorTaL RECEIPTS FOR SCHOOLS ...... .. 
Cash received from U. 8. Government for Schools in the Indian Terntory 
“ the Atlantic Bank 


‘Home Mission Monthly ’’............... 
Income from the Isaac Davis Fund ”’ 
* Sundry Invested Funds 


Sale and Rent of Real Estate 
Sale of Old Furniture. 


AX, RECEIPTS. 


$09,494 $112,261 96 


$199,268 13 


In addition to the above, $45,585.33 have been added to the Trust Funds of the Society 


during the year. 


————; 1,635 40 

11,325 02 

2.610 74 

173 60 

— 1,900 85 

Balance against the Society April 1, 1831].......... $29,955 36 
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PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE SOCIETY. 


I.—REAL ESTATE. 


Under this head we present two classes of property— 


First.—Such as are in use for Freedmen work : 
Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C. 
Benedict Institute, Columbia, 8. C. 
Atlanta Seminary, Atlanta, Ga. 
Nashville Institute, Nashville, Tenn. 
Natchez Seminary, Natchez, Miss. 
Bishop College, Marshall, Texas. 


Leland University, at New Orleans, La. ; Shaw University, at Raleigh, N. C.; 
Richmond Institute, at Richmond, Va.; Florida Institute, at Live Oak, Fla., and 
The Alabama Baptist Normal and Theological School, at Selma, Ala., are each 
incorporated, and their property is managed by a Board of Trustees. We are, 
however, cooperating with them in paying the salaries of teachers and other 
current expenses. 

Second.—Such lands as the Society has received by donations and otherwise : 


One piece of property in Nashville, Tenn. 

Lands in Marathon county, Wis.; St. Helena, 8. C.; Cooperstown, N. Y.; 
Wakefield, Mass. ; Chautauqua county, Kan.; Grant county, Wis,; Seward county, 
Neb.; Putnam county, Fla.; Allegan county, Mich. 

*Three houses and lots in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
*One piece of property in Long Island City, N. Y. 
A house and lot, Winona, Minnesota. 

Your Board intend to sell these lands as soon as purchasers can be found to 

buy them at reasonable prices. 


Il.——-PERMANENT TRUST FUNDS. 


By these we mean donations to the Society, to be invested, and the interest 
alone applied annually to the purposes of the Society. 


G. N. Bleecker Fund ....... $17,000 00; Mrs. Emily 8.Colby Fund... $700 00 
Martha Whiting “ ....... 1,000 00) George J. Sherman +e. 1,000 00 
Horace Kendall ‘* ........ 1,000 00 | Rev. S. S. Bradford .. 1,000 00 
Mary A. Noble Swaim Fund, 9,400 00| Mrs. H. E. Axtell +," 311 11 
'Pheron Fisk Fund.......... 2,500 00 | Lyman Eldridge “6 75 00 
Mrs. Susan Tripp Fund... 500 00 | Isaac Davis ¢: 8,100 00 
Henry Darling 1,000 00 | Rev. C. W. Waterhouse 1,000 00 
Mrs. Eliza Roberts ** .... 3,000 00) —— - 500 00 
Wm. Ham ere: 100 00 | Martha Rogers “6 500 00 
Levi Selleck “1,000 J. V. Ambler 7,700 00 
Mrs. Nancy P. Pease * ... 1,000 00|8S. W. Norcross ss 500 00 
Endt. Richm’d Inst.“ .... 2,896 74| Nancy Potter Barney 

Undesignated .... 1,035 27; Memorial. ....... 5,000 00 
Rev. John Blain * .... 1,000 00' Wm. Cheever 7 7,657 82 
Endt. Benedict Inst. Fund.. 19,332 13 dlisted 

‘* Shaw University “ .. 66 00 $95,913 57 

Wayland Sem’y 39 50 


*Titles derived from foreclosure or settlement of mortgages, and the property held for 
Trust Fund. 
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1881. | PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE SOCIETY. 15 


_TRUST FUNDS. 


By these we mean donations to the Society on conditions named by the 
donors :—(1.) That the donors themselves have the right to draw an annuity 
during their natural life. (2.) Aunuities payable to parties designated by the 
donors. (3.) Donations, the interest of which is to be added to the principal 
until such time as the donors shall direct said sums to be spent for the purposes 
of the Society. 


Charles H. Nichols.......... $1,400 00! Mrs. Sarah A. Willard....... $500 00 
*Eliza Skaats............... 1,600 00| Rev. J. N. Webb........... 3,000 00 
Benjamin Cressy.. .. ...... 1,000 00| f —— ———.... . ........ 500 00 
James B. Simmons.......... 1,832 75 | + —— 750 00 
Ebenezer Morgan.......... 500 00 | Mrs. Olive E. Merrick. 631 35 
Mrs. Almira Norton......... 1,000 00| John Thomson ............. 428 57 
1,000 00 | Miss Ruby Wetherbee....... 1,000 00 
000 00 Rev. Israel Harris.......... 450 00 
Harriet E. Darrow. ........ 55 50) Chas. K. McKee........ _.. 8,000 00 
1,000 00 | Flavel C. Mack.............. 1,000 00 
Mrs. Mary E. Parmly...... x 200 00} David Barrell.... .......... 500 00 
Mrs. Mary B. Herrick....... 300 00} Mrs. Elizabeth Lea.......... 100 00 
Mrs. L. W. Lewis....... 500 00 | Mrs. Mary Luther........ 600 00 
' Mrs. Olive S. Brown ....... 500 00; Mrs. Hannah B. Knight..... 500 00 
Mrs. Martha Wilson........ 500 00 | David White..... ..... 
t 700 00 | Mrs. Fanny Gilbert. 350 00 
500 00 | —— ——............. 253 13 
Rev. E. Savage... 2,000 00 | Mrs. Betsy King. ........... 390 00 
Miss Emily Sanford......... 1,000 00. Benj. M. 1,000 00 
6,512 37| Samuel Furman .... ..... 600 00 
Mrs. Perses Andrews... 500 00 John P. Wassell.. ........ 1,500 00 
500 00 | Wm. Cox......... 200 00 
500 00 R. A. Holden..... 5,000 00 
Mrs. B. A. Benedict......... 10,000 00 | Lucey 8. Cunningham........ 1,125 00 
Belinda Sanford... ... 500 00 David Anderson........ 1,000 00 
Miss R. M. Mathias... 400 — 
Mrs. Lucy T. Woolsey... ... 400 O00 TOM 
Miss Emily Peaslee......... 1,400 
IV.—CHURCH EDIFICE FUND. 
Loans to Churches and Investments on account of the Fund...._. ..$147,782 99 


*Two-thirds of this amount is held in trust, to be equally divided between the Am. 
Bap. Miss’y Union and the Am. and For. Bible Society. 


+t Donors who do not wish their names made public 
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FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


American Baptist Home Mission Society. 


Inpranapouts, Ind., May 24, 1881. 


The Forty-ninth Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society was called to order at 9:30 A. M., inthe First Baptist 
Church, by the President, Hon. Wm. Stickney, of Washington, D. C. 

Scriptures were read by Rev. J. Donnelly, Jr.; prayer was offered by 
T. J. Morgan, D. D. 

The President, after opening remarks, announced the Committee of 
Arrangements: Rev. H. C. Mabie, Ind.; Rev. J. Donnelly, Jr., Mich.; 
W. M. Haigh, D. D., IL; Rev. J. T. Seeley, N. Y.; Rev. F. Clat- 
worthy, Ohio. 

Rev. D. C. Potter, N. Y., was chosen Recording Secretary, pro 
tem. 
Dr. H. L. Morehouse, Corresponding Secretary, read the Annual 
Report of the Executive Board. 

At its conclusion the whole congregation joined in singing the 
Doxology. 

Rev. J. Donnelly, for the Committee of Arrangements, presented 
the following report. 


ORDER OF EXERCISES. 


TUESDAY FORENOON, MAY 24TH. 


10:00 o’clock.—Annual Report of the Board; Treasurer's Report; Report of 
Committee on Obituaries, by S. D. Pueips, D. D., Hartford, Conn. 

10:30 o’clock.—General Conference on the Evangelization of Foreign Popula- 
tions in our Country. 1. Report of Committee on Chinese Missions; by Rev. 
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A. 8. Coats, Rochester, N. Y. (late of Portland, Oregon), considered until 11 


o'clock. 2. Report of Committee on Missions among European Populations in 


America; by Rev. W. W. Hammonp, Detroit, Mich. 3. Address: ‘‘ Influence of 
the Foreign Element in Western Civilization;” by W. W. Boyp, D. D., St. Louis, 
Mo. Subject considered until 12 o’clock. General Business. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 


Recess for Meetings of Committees and Women’s Home Mission Meeting. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


7:30 o’clock.—Special Addresses on Our, Western Work. 1. Report of Com- 
mittee on Western Missions; by J. A. Smitu, D. D., Chicago, Ill. 2, Address: 
‘‘The New Southwest; by Rev. B. H. Yerkes, Denver, Col. 3. Address: 
‘* Dakota and the New Northwest;” by Rev. E. Extas, General Missionary, Sioux 
Falls, Dakota. 4. Address: ‘*‘ What the Home Mission Society has done for the 
West, and What Remains to be Done;” by Jas. Cooper, D. D., Dist. Secretary, 
Detroit, Mich. 


WEDNESDAY FORENOON,. 


9:00 o’clock.— Devotional Exercises. 

9:30 o’clock.—Report of Committee on Enrollment; General Business. 

10:00 o’clock.—_-General Conference on Western Missions and Church Edifice 
Work. 1. Report of Committee on Church Edifice Work; by E. H. E. Jameson, 
D. D., General Missionary, Omaha, Neb. 2. Address: ‘ Relation of Church 
Edifices to Successful Missionary Work;”’ by Rev. L. C. Barwnzs, St. Paul, Minn. 
3. Address: ‘‘ Eight Hundred Houseless Baptist Churches in the West; What 
shall we do about it?” by Jno. H. Deanz, Esq., N. Y. Subject considered until 
12 o'clock. 

12 o’clock.—Election of Officers; General Business. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 


2:30 o’clock.—General Conference on Our Work Among the Freedmen and 
the Indians. Singing by Nashville Students, conducted by Rev. L. B, Fisu, 
Nashville, Tenn. 1. Report of Committee on Work Among the Freedmen; by 
S. Haskens, D. D., Ann Arbor, Mich. 2. Address: ‘‘ Influence of Nashville In- 
stitute;” by D. W. Pumps, D. D., President, Nashville, Tenn. 3, Address: 
‘Condition and Prospects of the Freedmen in the Southwest;’’ by S. W. Mars- 
ton, D. D., St. Louis, Mo. Subject considered until 4:30. 4. Report of Com- 
mittee on Work Among the Indians; by E. B. Huipert, D. D., Chicago, Ill. 5, 
Addresses: By Rev. D. Rocrers, General Missionary for Ind. Ter.; Rev. Wa. 
Hurr, Native Missionary to the Sacs and Foxes; and Chief Keoxux. Considera- 
tion of the subject. General business. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


7:30 o’olock.—Special Addresses on ‘‘Our Work Among the Freedmen;” 
Singing by Nashville Students. 1. Address: “Condition and Prospects of the 
Freedmen in the Mississippi Valley;” by Rev. A. H. Boors, General Missionary, 
Clinton, Miss. 2. Address: ‘ hat has been done at Selma;”’ by Rev. 1 


WoopsMatL, Selma, Ala. 3. Address: ‘‘Our Work at Nashville;” by f. L. B. 
Terrt, Nashville, Tenn. 4. Address: ‘‘ Christian Education, the Supreme Need 
of the Freedmen;’ by Hon. Geo. W. Columbus, O. Adjournment, 
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The Chair announced the following: 

Committee on Enrollment: Rev. Geo. E. Leonard, Ind.; Rev. W. 
E. Powell, W. Va.; Rev. W. Whitney, Minn.; Thos. Swaim, D. D., Pa.; 
FE. M. Thresher, Esq., Ohio. 

On Nominations: J. B. Thomas, D. D., N. Y.; F. M. Ellis, D. D., 
Mass.; H. 8. Burrage, D. D., Me.; Geo. C. Lorimer, D. D., Ill.; Caleb 
Van Husen, Esq., Mich.; Ebenezer Morgan, Esq., Conn. 

The Annual Report of the Treasurer was read by J. G. Snelling, 
Assistant Treasurer. 

Upon special motions, it was voted to appoint three new Committees 
to report upon items in the Report of the Board; a Committee upon 
Mexican Missions, upon Missions in Utah, and upon the Society’s 
Semi-Centennial Celebration in 1882. 


S. D. Phelps, D. D., Conn., Chairman, read the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Obituaries, as follows: 


Every passing year witnesses to the departure from earth, to their reward in 
Heaven, of some of our honored and earnest associates and fellow-laborers. The 
year in review is memorable for the list of noble names entered upon this roll. 
As they were called hence one after another, the sad and sacred ent might 
have had frequent repetition: ‘‘There is a prince and a great man fallen this 
day in Israel.” Among these are two who have held the office of Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Nathax Bishop, LL. D., died at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., August 7, in the 
seventy-third year of his age. Born in Oneida County, New York, in 1808, the 
son of a farmer; after his conversion, he obtained, chiefly by his own efforts, a 
thorough education, graduating at Brown University in 1837. The next year he 
was appointed a tutor in the University, and the year following Superintendent 
of Public Schools in Providence, serving with great wisdom and efficiency in 
that position for fifteen years, when he was chosen to a similar office in Boston, 
and while there received a high honor from Harvard College. For many years 
he was a member of the Corporation of Brown University, first as a Trustee and 
then asa Fellow. In 1855 Dr. Bishop removed to New York City, married the 
widow of Garrat N. Bleecker, an intelligent Christian lady, who heartily entered 
into his plans of beneficent usefulness, which the ample means of both enabled 
them to carry out so successfully. His life was active in various directions, and 
his wise counsel and sound Petes were in frequent demand. As a member 
of the Board of Charities and Correction, of the United States Christian Com.- 
mission, of the Trustees of Vassar College, of the American Tract Society and of 
the Missionary Union; asa member of the New York Sabbath Committee, and of a 
Committee of the Evangelical Alliance to visit Russia to secure religious liberty 
for Missionaries in that Empire; and also as one of the original Board of Indian 
Commissioners chosen on esident Grant; his services were arduous and un- 
remitting, as well as highly important and influential. But his chief interest 
was in the American a grt Home Mission Society. Becoming a member of its 
Executive Board in 1865, and Chairman of the Committee on Education, he was 
largely influential as to its policy and work for the freedmen. In 1874 he was 
chosen Corresponding Secretary, and for two years, ata critical period, he served 
the Society gratuitously, nobly carrying forward its interests; and, in voluntarily 
giving up the charge, made, jointly with his excellent wife, the princely gift of 
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$30,000 as a Centennial offering toward cancelling its debt; and this sum doub- 
led, would not reach the aggregate of their contributions to this cause. Other 
Societies and objects received from him magnificent donations, as well as active 
sympathy. Uniting a humble piety with high culture, a large heart with prac- 
tical sagacity, the noblest impulses with the truest sacrifices, he was the ideal 
Christian layman. 

Albert B. ye teoem Esq., two weeks later, August 23, was called to his reward. 
Born at Middlebury, Genesee County, N. Y., December 12, 1818, he graduated 
at Yale College in 1843; was fora year principal of Wyoming Academy, N. Y., 
student two years at the Harvard Law School: and, in 1846, engaged in the legal 
—t in New York City. His ability, joined to Christian integrity, early 

rought him forward into positions of usefulness and honor. In 1848, he was 
elected a member of the Board of this Society, and was continued as such, 
with the exception of one year, to the close of his life. For four years he was 
the Recording Secretary; Auditor for seven years; Chairman of the Board and of 
the Advisory Committee from 1871 to 1880, and the Society’s legal adviser during 
the whole time of his connection with it. These valuable services, and many 
others, promotive of the interests of the denomination, he rendered without 
compensation. Deeply interested in educational matters, he was a Trustee of 
the Rochester Theological Seminary and President of the Board. He wasa 
founder, Trustee, and Deacon of Strong Place Baptist Church, Brooklyn. He 
was often called by his brethern to preside at Associational and other meetings, 
and by his wise counsel and manly bearing, won their confidence and esteem. 
He carried his Christian principles into his profession, and made them the rule 
and the adornment of his useful life. 

Benjamin M. Hill, D. D., held the office of Corresponding Secretary of the 
Society from 1840 to 1862, the long period of twenty-two years. He was born 
in Newport, R. L, April 5, 1793, and died in New Haven, Conn., January 15 
last, in the eighty-eighth year of hisage. Converted and baptized at the age of 
nineteen, in ‘Thompson, Conn., he was ordained pastor in Stafford, in that 
State, six years later, and from 15821 to 1830, served in the pastorate of the First 
Baptist Church, New Haven, Conn., and the ten years following, was the pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Troy, N. Y. These pastorates, both successful, 
poorer him an able minister of the Gospel. His Secretaryship of the Society 

gan only eight years after its organization. To the faithful discharge of his 
duties, he added a prudent forethought as to the needs and a careful watchful- 
ness over the interests of the Society. He aided not a little in projecting the 
plans and organizing the forces that have since, as the denomination has in- 
creased, been broadened and supplemented, with those cheering results which 
he lived to witness with joy. 

Barnas Sears, D. D., . D., though not officially connected with the Society 
as were the preceding, yet as a director and eminent Christian educator, was 
deeply interested in its objects. A farmer's boy on the hills in Western Massa- 
chusetts, where he was born at Sandisfield, May 19, 1802, he was graduated at 
Brown University in 1825; studied theology at Newton Institution; was ordained 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in Hartford, Conn., in 1827; became Professor 
in the Hamilton Literary and Theological Institution in 1829; went to Germany 
for further study in 1833, and the next year baptized Rev. J, G. Oncken and his 
six associates at Hamburg. On his return he was chosen Professor, and subse- 
quently President, of Newton Theological Institution; was two years Secretary 
of the Board of Education in Massachusetts ; in 1855 succeeded Dr. Wayland 
as President of Brown University; retained that office for twelve years, 
when he was appointed General Agent of the Peabody Education Fund, and 
made his residence at Staunton, Va. To a genial and noble manhood, he added 
the refined and erudite scholar, filling with eminent ability and usefulness, 
every position to which he was called, and closing a long and honored life at 
Saratoga Springs, July 6, at the age of seventy-eight. 


4 
4 


20 MINUTES. (1881. 


The other precious names of worthy ministers and brethern, that make up the 
list of eleven life Directors and twenty-four life members who have died within 
the year, our space forbids us to record here, though they will be found in the 
Annual Report. We cannot forbear, however, to mention such devoted and 
well-known servants of God as William H. Shailer, D. D., of Portland, Me., for 
forty years an honored pastor, and for several years holding official relations to 
the Mission Union; Adiel Sherwood, D. D., of St. Louis, Mo., a good minis- 
ter of Jesus Christ, and for some time President of the College at Alton, IL; 
George C, Chandler, D. D., of Forest Grove, Oregon, also a pioneer educator and 

reacher in the Far West; Charles Y. Swan, D. D., a beloved pastor at Newark, 

. J., and the son of a veteran and honored evangelist still living; Rev. Thomas 
Powell, a worthy and able missionary of the Society in Illinois as early as 1836; 
William S. Stickney, of Washington, D.C., the only son of the Society's honored 


-President. ‘‘The memory of the just is blessed.” 


The labors and prayers of some of these venerable servants of God, covered the 
whole period of the history and achievements of our organization. Aiding it in 
its feebleness, they witnessed with joy its extended prosperity, and its later 
enlargement and triumphs. We may not know how vastly they contributed to 
its ever-deepening progress and success. They have been and will continue to 
be vital elements of its augmenting forces. No longer personally with us, they 
yet live in our life and work. As one has said with point, of laborers in another 
oe ‘*We are to give the dead their due share of the victory and the honors 
of victory. Notonly they who return, but they who fall, are in the lists of tri- 
umph. As it is the ammunition spent that gains the battle, so the dead and 
dumb heroes are the purchase money of our redemption.” ‘The pioneers in our 
Society and their successors, the Secretaries and the managers and members, 
the missionaries and the pastors, the contributors of funds and of prayers, all 
these have labored, and we have entered into their labors. And because of the 
faithful and self-sacrificing toils of those who have preceded us, our own work, 
as carrying forward and supplementing theirs, takes on a broader scope, 
and an augmented efficiency, reaching toward ever-increasing and glorious re- 
sults, with which are mingled their active sympathies and their hallowed memo- 
ries. To sucha sacred brotherhood are we linked in association and service, 
and in the responsibilities devolved upon us to prosecute our work as God gives 
us ability and opportunity. The cloud of witnesses, in their spirit and exam- 
ple, beckon us on; the Author and Finisher of our faith, as we look up to Him, 
promises His presence and support; the spread of His Kingdom, bringing eternal 
joy to ransomed men, is an inspiring motive; and the hope of reunion at length 
with our predecessors in the general assembly of the saints, shall sweeten and 
sanctify every service and sacrifice. 

Names of those included in the deaths of the year, bring before us familiar 
forms and faces, so noble and commanding, so intelligent and lovely, so beam- 
ing with goodness and friendship, that they will ever remain embalmed in our 
memories. Itseems but yesterday that they were with us, and yet we shall see 
them in ourassemblies no more. They have finished the good work, and the 
os has called them up higher. ey have entered through the gates into 

e city. 

‘Thus the gates close and we behold no more, 
Though as we walk, they open oftener now 
For those who leave us and go on before; 
And we are lonely also while we bow 
And think of those dear souls whose world-worn feet 
Press the cool smoothness of the golden street.” 


Dr. W. H. Parmly was asked to lead in prayer. 
The report of the Committee on Obituaries was adopted. 
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The report of the Committee on Chinese Missions was made by 
Rev. A. S. Coats, N. Y. 


Your Committee on Chinese Missions, record with gratitude the conversion of 
twenty Chinese during the past year, in the two Missions under the fostering 
care of the Society. Also the fact that a remarkable spirit of benevolence is be- 
ing evinced by our Chinese brethren on the Pacific Coast, which is already felt 
in the missionary operations conducted by them in their native land. In one 
of our Missions, the Chinese have given at least a fifth of their income during 
the past year to the cause of Christ. 

e regard the policy pursued at present by the Society, of assisting the 
Churches in this work instead of attempting, as formerly, independent mission 
work, as being the true policy; and, furthermore, we regard the present as a 
most favorable time for enlarging the work. 

We, therefore, recommend that the Society, by the adoption of this report; 
assure our Churches of its willingness to assist, wherever assistance may be 

needed, in their efforts to win these heathen, in our land, to a knowledge of the 
world’s Saviour. 

We further recommend that the Society instruct its representatives, especially 
on the Pacific Coast, to use all sible eftorts, under the assurance of such assist- 
ance, to induce more of our Churches to enter upon this work of giving the 
Gospel to those who, in the providence of God, have been brought under their 
influence. Very respectfully submitted. 


Brief addresses were made by Rev. A. S. Coats and A. C. Osborn, 
-D. D., after which the report was adopted. 


The Committee on Missions among European Populations in Amer- 
ica, reported through its Chairman, Rev. W. W. Hammond, Mich. 


Your Committee on Missions to non-English-speaking people, respectfully re- 


rt: 

That they have given their attention to the work of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society among the French Canadians, Germans, and Scandina- 
vians, and are deeply impressed with the demands and promise of this field. 

The Mission to the French Canadians has been carried on with vigor. The 
force employed has received the addition of two missionaries, demanded by the 
steady migration of this people into the Northern States, and particularly New 
England. Though this influx is of recent origin, yet over 200,000 French Cana- 
dians are now settled in New England, being mainly employed in factories and 
mechanical pursuits. Roman Catholics by prestige and long training, they 
differ greatly from the majority of the adherents of that faith in their suscepti- 
bility to Protestant teachings. We can report no marked spiritual results for 
the year, but believe that seed has been faithfully sown in good ground, and 
will yet spring up to bear abundantly. What a beautiful, yet not unlikely coin- 
cidence it would be, if, while the people of France, stirred by the instincts of 
political freedom, are breaking with the domination of the Romish priesthood, 
and are beginning to taste the enjoyment of the larger liberty in Christ, those 
in our own land to whom the French is native tongue, who have been in advance 
of their brethren in their susceptibility to Protestant influences, should join in 
line, and the French movement should assume the grand dimensions of a spirit- 
ual uprising on two continents. 

We pass to consider the claims on our Society of people largely settled in the 
New West. The center of population, which in 1870 was in the meridian of Cin- 
cinnati, now approaches that of this goodly city of Indianapolis; and, in but few 
decades, will have crossed the Mississippi River. Soon the weal or woe of our 
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country will be decided by the people of States and Territories, which, halfa 
century ago, were un untrodden waste. What shall be the future of our erg 
lic means, largely, what shall be the dominating influences in the New West. 
As shaping our destiny, the career of the Germans and Scandinavians must 
enter as an important element. Every consideration which looks to the welfare 
of America, must look likewise to the spiritual culture of these great peoples. 

The number of German immigrants in 1880 was 106,000. Their arrivals on our 
shores are much more numerous than those of any other nation. They constitute 
the largest part of the population in some of our cities, and at various points in 
the country. Many of the Germans have had advantage of good school education 
in their native country. They are not, as a class, poverty-stricken. They buy 
lands and establish prosperous farms in the West. goodly number, too, 
are an important element in mechanical and mercantile pursuits, both East and 
West. These advantages should all be utilized for Christ and His Kingdom. 

« However, there is much in the character and habits of this people which makes 
mission work among them exceedingly difficult. Of those who are religiously 
inclined, many are strongly established in the errors and formalism of Romanism. 
and Lutheranism, while large numbers are indisposed toward any religion, and 
are thorough-going skeptics. They introduce a secular, unchristian element 
into our civilization, and imperil, by their influence and practice, some of the 
sacred institutions which lie at the foundation of the Commonwealth. By all 
means our Society should be encouraged in the endeavor to reach all these 
classes by the Gospel. The very difficulty of the field in some of its aspects 
should nerve us to more heroic and persistent work. 

The Scandinavians (embracing Swedes, Norwegians and Danes) number in the 
country, over a million. They are among the best of the foreign-born popula- 
tion. ey are employed in many useful industries—in the forests, mines, on 
the prairies, principally. They are distinguished by the simplicity of their 
habits, their thrift and respect for law. They make good Christians and good 
citizens. Many bring hither a love for Christ, which began, and was fostered in 
their native land through the servants of our Missionary Union. 

The success of our Scandinavian Mission, during the last year, bears abund- 
ant evidence of the presence and blessing of God. It is impossible to tell how 
many souls have been saved, but there have been genuine and powerful revivals 
in many places, along with steady progress, in other respects, of Christ’s work. 
The need of the field is very great. A number of small and poor churches are 
without pastors, and — and promising districts are opening to the Mission- 
aries. ore men should at once be sent into such fields. In Kansas, even the 
Lutheran Churches have welcomed Missionaries to their pulpits. With wise 
compliance with the demands of the hour, the Society, as the report of the Board 
discloses, has. appointed a Swedish brother to look specially after immigrants 
as they arrive at New York, directing them to points where they may settle to 
advantage, and laboring for the spiritual good of those who remain at New York. 
Also, a General Missionary has been appointed for the Norwegians. We suggest 
that it would be well if similar appointments could be made in behalf of the 
Germans. 

In conclusion, we should keep gps eee | before us the fact that our coun- 
try is meriting more and more the distinction of the “ house of all nations.” 
People of every clime are coming to our shores; some nationalities in great mul- 
titudes. Last year we received about 500,000 immigrants. This year immigra- 
tion promises to exceed considerably even that number. How can these people, 
speaking various tongues, of differing training and habit, become one with us 
in social, intellectual, and moral aims, and an impartial factor in our American 
civilization. This is the great problem confronting us; whether, with the mighty 
hosts of immigrants crowding within our gates, and with a very large part of for- 
eign population hitherto resident among us, and still retaining their native tongue 
and habit, our assimilative power will be equal to the occasion. Is not the fact 
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thus suggested a menace to our free institutions, foreboding, unless stayed by 
counteracting agencies, in the near future, the very extinction of our better 
national life? We are no mere alarmists. We believe in that overruling 
Providence which has guided us to a goodly heritage; we believe that He has or- 
dained for usa gloriousdestiny. Butour great opportunity is the measure of the 
gravest duty. ‘‘Forewarned, forearmed.” The energies of the Gospel are om- 
nipotent. Under God they may accomplish for our country all we could most 
ardently wish. The safeguards of our highest interests should be secured and 
forever held fast. ‘‘ North America for Christ.” To the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society is committed a marvellous trust. Let it have our warmest sym- 
pathies and the most thorough co-operation in its mission to those who speak 
a different tongue from ours, henceforth until all people and tongues on the face 
of the earth shall speak the one language of the Heavenly Canaan. 

The report was adopted. ' 

W. W. Boyd, D. D., of St. Louis, addressed the Society on ‘‘ The 
Influence of the Foreign Element in Western Civilization.” 

The following Committees were announced by the Chair: 

On Mexican Missions—Hon. R. O. Fuller, Mass.; 8. W. Marston, 
D. D., Mo.; G. J. Johnson, D. D., Pa.; C. P. Sheldon, D. D., N. Y.; 
D. H. Cooley, D. D., IL 

On Semi-Centennial of the Society—S. Graves, D. D., Mich.; C. E. 
Hewitt, D. D., IIL; L. Moss, D. D., Ind.; Rev. James French, Pa.; 
Rev. P. S. Moxom, O.; J. B. Brackett, D. D., Mass. 

On Mormonism—D. B. Cheney, D. D., Ill; A. C. Osborn, D. D., 
Mass.; J. R. Baumes, D. D., O.; Prof. E. Olney, Mich.; A. C. Avery, 
Esq., Mo. 

Adjourned with the benediction, by Dr. A. E. Dickinson, Va. 


EVENING SESSION. 


7:30 o’clock—President Stickney in the Chair. 

Scripture lesson and prayer by Rev. C. E. Bascom, N. Y. 

The Committee on Western Missions reported through its Chair- 
man, Dr. J. A. Smith, of Chicago, as follows: 


The Committee on Western Missions respectfully report: oe 

The report of the Board, in that part of it which relates to Western missions, 
suggests points which this Committee beg leave to bring anew to the atten- 
tion of the Society: 

1. The first has respect to the encouraging advance made in the prosecution 
of missionary work in the Western field. The fact of this advance is empha- 
sized by what appears in the report, upon the comparison of statistics therein, — 
that there has been upon the Western field alone, an increase of seventy, in the 
missionaries under appointment. While the grand total of missionaries and 
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teachers bearing the commission of the Board is 392, there have been of these 
upon the Western field, including the twenty-five on the Pacific Coast, 286; of 
whom 209 labor among the American population, —an increase of fifty-one in 
this class of missionaries over the last year. Western men, we are sure, will 
note the response thus made to the call a few years ago, for enlargement of the 
Society’s work in the West. 

The Committee is gratified to observe the extent to which the Board, in its 
Western operations is taking up new ground. The appointment of general 
missionaries in Colorado, Wyoming, Upper and Lower Dakota, Northern and 
Southern New Mexico, and along the line of the Northern Pacific Railroad, 
is indicative of this; also that of local Missionaries, with superintendence of 
large adjacent districts, in Arizona, Utah, and Montana. Our work, as a Society, 
is thus carried close up to the frontier, and it is made evident that not in word 
only does the Board declare its purpose, as ‘‘ the executive of the denomination 
for Missionary work,” to ‘‘ push on and possess the land.” Upon the need for 
this, the Committee find it unnecessary to dwell, the report of the Board having 
so vividly and impressively set forth those facts and considerations which show 
what the Western field is—its openings, its vast destitutions, the momentous- 
ness of its future, the grandeur of its opportunies for Christian growth and 

wer. 

2. Another point made prominent in the report of the Board, is the extent to 
which co-operative relations are formed with State Conventions in the West, 
especially in the newer States and in the Territories. Such relations now exist 


_ between the Home Mission Society and the Conventions in eight such Territories 


and States. With the Convention on the North Pacific Coast, including British 
Columbia, Washington Territory, Oregon, and Idaho, and with Wisconsin and 
California, arrangements of this kind have been perfected during the last year. 
The benefits of this alliance for mutual service and counsel have been found to be 
very great. In such older States as Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois, 
it has availed much for stimulus, for systematization of the work, and for culti- 
vating among the people an interest not only in Missions near at hand, but also 
in the ‘‘regions beyond.” Upon the newer fields, it is a great encouragement for 
brethren to attempt cultivation of the home soil in the respective States and Ter- 
ritories; to know that back of their own feebleness is the strength of a great So- 
ciety, representing the denomination of Northern Baptists; while it is for them a 
satisfaction to know that however far toward the frontier they may be, they have 
a share in the general scheme of Missionary work that embraces a continent. 
It seems to be a grand thing that, so far as possible, this work be one, as the new 
field is one. 

3. A third consideration urged in the report of the Board, and which this 
Committee would wish to emphasize, is the desirableness of increase, s0 soon as 
that shall be possible, in the amountof appropriation to individual Mission. 
aries. This may not be practicable at present, especially with the calls and 
claims of new fields pressing upon us 60 urgently. It is right, however, that the 
Society and the denomination it represents, should take account of the fact that 
a subsistence, sufficient only with the practice of the most rigid economy, is 
not enough for those brethren and their families who venture into most of 
the privations and vicissitudes of frontier life, at a distance from sources of 
relief for which the exigencies of such a life may at any time call. While 
urging upon | pamranes and Churches the claims of the Western field as a 
whole, we would press the thought that, could the Missionary gifts of the denom- 
ination be brought nearer to the measure of its ability as a duty, one of the hap- 
piest effects of this enlargement of means might be a more generous and more 
just provision for those who bear the commission of this Society, amid the hard- 
ship, sickness, and perils of the Far West. 

4. The Committee cannot close its report without expressing, at the risk of 
anticipations that may be more germane to another report, its exceeding gratifi- 
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cation at the new methods adopted in the collection and disbursement of the 
Church Edifice Fund, and at the wise Christian generosity of those who have 
placed snch enlarged means to this end at the disposal of the Board. Noth- 
ing could cheer and animate Western Churches, pastors and Missionaries more 
than to have at command such sums, in the form of donations, as will stimulate, 
encourage and supplement efforts to provide needful houses of worship, and to 
complete such, suitable for size, finish and comfort, adequate to present needs, 
and to those of a considerable future, free from that bane of Western Church en- 
terprise, a debt, to whomsoever due. A new spring and impulse was given to 
Missionary work in thegreat West by the announcement that such a provision has 
been made. It is the belief of this Committee, that no measure adopted in the 
whole history of the Society, is likely to be more promotive of the original aims 
of its organization than the providing of a benevolent department in the Church 
Edifice Fund. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


The report was adopted. 

Rev. C. Silene, Missionary to the Scandinavians, addressed the So- 
ciety. Rev. B. H. Yerkes, of Col., spoke upon “ The New Southwest.” 
Rev. E. Filis, General Missionary, Dakota, spoke upon “ Dakota and 
the New Northwest.” Jas. Cooper, D. D., District Secretary, Mich. , 
spoke upon “ What the Home Mission Society has done for the West.” 

The Nashville Singers sang two inspiring songs. 

The benediction was pronounced by Dr. Cooper. 


MORNING SESSION—MAY 25ru. 


Rey. E. Ellis led the devotional exercises at 9 A. M. 

At 9:30 the regular session was opened by President Stickney. Rev. 
C. H. DeWolfe, Minn., read the Scriptures and offered prayer. 

A partial Report of the Committee upon Enrollment was presented 
by Rev. G. W. Leonard, of Ind. The Committee was continued. 

The Committee on Utah reported through Dr. A. C. Osborn, Mass., 
as follows: 


Your Committee, to whom was referred so much of the report of the Executive 
Board as relates to ‘‘ Missions among the Mormons,” have given such attention 
to the subject as they have been able, and beg leave to present the following 
report: 

, nae Committee are of the opinion that the members of this Society owe a 
two-fold duty to the people of Utah: first, as Christians tosend to them the Gos- 

land the means of a Christian education, and then, as citizens, to urge the 

ull and faithful administration of the laws of the land for the suppression and 
overthrow of the monstrous system of polygamy and associate vices, that are sub- 
versive alike of all order, religious, social, and civil. 

Your Committee look with favor upon the sending of a Missionary to Ogden, 
and the organization of a Church and Sunday-School there, and also upon the 
proposal, early to build and pay for a house of worship. 
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That is a field to which outside help should be rendered, that as soon as 
ible, your Missionary and his little Church and Sunday-School, may have a 
Ae habitation or Church home. Your Committee think that a like work 
should be attempted the ensuing year in Salt Lake City. A good man should 
be sent there as soon as practicable, and a house of worship built and paid for in 
that center of Mormon influence. 

In the prosecution of Missionary work in Utah, your Committee are of the 
opinion that special and continued efforts should be made to bring the children 
and youth of the Mormon population under the influence of the Gospel. It 
is within the personal knowledge of some of your Committee, that the young 
people in many of the Mormon families in Utah, are not in favor of polygamy, as 
they have seen it developed in their own early homes. The aim should be to 
reach the young people with the Gospel, so as lead them away from the paths of 
temptation before they are hardened in sin. 

Your Committee, therefore, look with favor on the proposal of your Board to 
establish at an wg Lage a Christian school in Ogden. To such a school, Mor- 
mon youth might be attracted, to enjoy advantages not afforded by the schools 
of the Territory. The hope of the Christian labor for the Mormon population is 
largely confined to the youth. Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the 
eee this style of labor in Utah as far as the means at their disposal 
will allow. 

But your Committee think that the members of this Society, as citizens of the 
United States, owe more to the people of Utah than this style of labor implies; 
that we should give our moral support to our National Government in the exer- 
cise of its Constitutional rights and legal obligations, in taking early and vigor- 
ous measures to suppress and overthrow polygamy and its attendant monstrosi- 
ties, wherever they exist in our country. 

Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the Executive Board be authorized 
and instructed to address a memorial to the President of the United States, and 
through him to the National Congress, asking in behalf of the great Baptist 
constituency in the land, that early measures be taken to remove and pro- 
ae the practice of polygamy and its accompanying vices throughout all our 

rders. 


The report was adopted, including the recommendations. 
E. H. E. Jameson, D. D., of Neb., read the report of Committee 
on Church Edifice Fund. 


Your Committee on Church Edifice Fund would respectfully report, that dur- 
ing the year the Executive Board has been enabled to put in practical operation 
some of the suggestions made at the last annual meeting. In accordance with 
instructions, steps were taken at the earliest moment possible, to establish the 
Benevolent Department, through which weak Churches might be aided in build- 
ing houses of worship free of debt. The Corresponding Secretary obtained sta- 
tistics showing that upward of 800 Churches were houseless and unable to build 
even a cheap structure without assistance. In addition, it was estimated that a 
large number of Churches among the freedmen and Indians were homeless. 
When these facts were made known, the recommendation that a Benevolent Fund 
be established was heartil 2 pe By the consent of some of the original 
contributors to the Loan Fund, about $80,000 were transferred to the Benevolent 
Department, and probably the amount will be increased to $100,000, the interest 
alone to be used. 

But this sum, bearing the usual interest, would only in a small d 
the demands made for help in building houses of A 
should be raised each year to add to the accruing interest. The fund is not 
yet large enough to give each of the 1,300 houseless Churches even a little, If it 
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were divided pro rata, no Church could be aided in building, and no good would 
be accom plished. 

Your Committee, therefore, approve the plan adopted by the Board of appor- 
tioning a certain amount each year to those States and Territories most nesting 
help, and providing that no Church shall receive aid to exceed $500, and that at 
least twice as much money shall be raised on the field by the Church proposing 
to build as is given it from the fund. This course, we believe, will stimulate the 
feeble Churches to help themselves, and will enable the Board to give to a large 
number in the course of a few years. 

From a careful estimate, the Corresponding Secretary believes that besides the 
large number of Churches now without houses of worship, fifty, at least, will be 
added each year, so that in five years, some 250 Churches needing edifices will be 
added to the list. If this be so, it is clear that the erection of 150 to 200 
Church edifices should be attempted annually, and that $75,000 will be required 
to aid them. 

This money must come largely by individual donations, Already have John 
H. Deane, Esq,, Mrs. C. C. Bishop, and others, given liberally; and their gifts 
enabled the Board to make an apportionment this year, sufficient to aid nearly 
a hundred Churches, if they shall call for it. 

To what grander purpose can money be devoted than in building houses for 
the people of the West and South to worship Godin? Our denomination has 
many princely givers. ‘They have poured out their wealth lavishly on Schools, 
Colleges and Seminaries, and thereby have built monuments that will endure 
long after their bodies are turned to dust. We rejoice at this. We would not 
make these gifts one dollar less; but here is also an opportunity to give largely, 
and we believe, to a cause where greater good can be immediately realized by a 
greater number. Here is an opportunity for Christians of wealth to build monu- 
ments which will endure through eternity. The edifices they build, of course, 
will decay, but the souls that in them may be born into God’s Kingdom will live 
in eternal youth and vigor. 

The Committee feel confident that no better evangelizing and civilizing agency 
can be used in the new fields of your country than this Benevolent Edifice Fund. 
It will enable our brethren and sisters who meet in school-houses, or houses be- 
longing to other denominations, or who have no places at all to meet in, to come 
together statedly to hear the Gospel; to hear their own doctrines preached; to 
establish Sunday Schools in which they can teach their children the whole 


truth. 

So the money to keep this grand agency alive and in constant operation must 
come. Other denominations are expending each year more than the sum we call 
for, and by their shrewdness, activity and zeal, are establishing themselves in all 
the new regions of the West. We must also be active and diligent in this work, 
not to compete with other denominations or to supplant them, but to give those 
who would go with us, houses to worship God in, and to bring the many, in all 
the destitute regions under the influence of the Gospel. 

The Loan Fund is sufficiently large now for the demands that are being made 
upon it. This new Benevolent Fund should therefore be the object of our solici- 
tude. It can be taken care of without extra expense, at the Rooms of the Soci- 
ety; and we would call attention to the fact that every dollar given to this fund, 
is secured against alienation or loss by the excellent rules adopted by the Board. 

Your Committee would therefore recommend: 

1. That a general solicitor for the Church Edifice Benevolent Fund, be ap- 
pointed to obtain, wherevér he can, the means needed. 

2. That brethren whom God has blessed with wealth and prosperity, 
make this building of meeting houses a subject for their prayerful consideration, 
then lay large offerings on God’s altar. 

3. ‘That pastors of Churches omg on the country, place the Edifice Fund on 
their list of benevolences, and use all diligence to secure contributions for it. 
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4. That Churches receiving aid from this fund be required to consult with the 
Home Mission Board or its representatives, as to plans of building and the gen- 
eral architecture of their edifices, so that money may be judiciously expended. 


Rev. L. C. Barnes, of St. Paul, Minn., addressed the Society on — 
the “ Relation of Church Edifices to successful Missionary Work.” 
An animated discussion on Home Mission Work followed, partici- 


pated in by Rev. Messrs. L. Raymond, B. H. Yerkes, P. 5. Moxom, 


H. C. Woods, D. F. Carnahan, F. A. Douglass, FE. C. Cady and H. F. 
Norton, and Drs. G. 8. Bailey, A. E. Dickinson, C. P. Sheldon, D. H. 
Cooley, and the Hon. G. W. Williams. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. Morehouse presented a telegram from the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly at Buffalo, N. Y., in response to a telegram sent them. 

The Committee on Mexican Missions reported through Dr. D. H. 
Cooley. 


Your Committee to whom was referred the work of this Society in Mexico, 
would report that we behold with special satisfaction the reopening of this Mission. 
Mexico, the land of papal superstition and revolutions, with its 9,000,000 of peo- 
ple, needs the gospel of Christ to give its unfortunate inhabitants light and peace. 
‘They can never become secure from the clashing interests of ambitious and work- 
ing politicians until they have the truth as it is in Jesus. While it is the duty 
of the Church of Christ to give the Gospel to all Nations, we have no right, as 
Baptists of the United States, to neglect our nearest neighbors. Mexico has been 
so influenced by the spirit of our institutions as to make it impossible for any 
adventurer to establish a monarchy in her land. Should we not also give her 
our religion as well as our form of Government. 

A crisis has evidently come in the history of that country. The capital and 
enterprise of our citizens have been welcomed by both the Government and peo- 
ple. The extensive railway lines being built and projected will awaken the coun- 
try to a new and vigorous life. No longer will superstition and semi-barbarism 
hold pron rm my ‘ga Railways and commerce are, in the providence of God, 
great enlighteners. ey jostle and arouse so that further sleep and indiffer- 
ence are impossible. 

At this juncture, to turn a deaf ear to the imploring cries of the 200 Baptists 
and the few little Churches there, who are as sheep in the wilderness without a 
oo would be gross unfaithfulness to our trust. 

The Board should not only provide pastors for the destitute Churches gathered 
by our Missionaries in former years, but should take the most energetic mea. 
sures to carry the Gospel to every part of the country. Business enterprise 
should not be permitted to precede and outstrip in her forward movements the 
Church of Christ. The constraining love of our Lord should lead as well as fol- 
low commerce. 

Neither should Baptists lag behind other denominations in heeding the indi- 
cations of God’s providence to go up and possess theland. While we would not 
have them do less, we should do more. The purer our faith, the more alert 
and earnest should be our efforts to obey the commands of our ascended Lord to 
save the perishing. The sum of $10,000, suggested by your Board for this 
Mission for the ensuing year, is not too large, but far too small to meet the claims 
of Mexico upon us. ‘To do less would be disobedience to God. 
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The Committee on the Semi-Centennial, reported through Rev. P. 
S. Moxom, Ohio. 


Your Committee beg leave to submit the following report: 

The fact that, on its next anniversary, the American Baptist Home Misssion 
Society will have completed the fiftieth year of its existence, is full of significance 
and suggestion. But for the organization of that Society, the character and history 
of the Baptist denomination in America would be very different from what they 
are to-day. It 1s not too much to say that the character of the nation to-day, is 
other than it would have been without the elevating and enlightening and mor- 
ally conservative influence of this Society. As Baptists, as Christians, and as 
patriots, we may contemplate with grateful pride and enthusiasm the achieve. 
ments which, during half a yacaery’ have made the name of the Society illustri- 
ous. It is fitting then, that your Committee should take for the text of their re- 
port, two recommendations which have already been laid before the members of 
the Society by the Executive Board. 

These recommendations are: 

1. ‘*That in 1882 a representative asseinbly be called from all sections of the 
country in which this Society has prosecuted its work during the last fifty years, 
to review what has been wrought, and to deliberate concerning what.is yet to be 
done. 

2. That ‘‘an offering worthy of the occasion, worthy of the denomination, and 
somewhat adequate to the demands of the work, should be made on or before 
that meeting, as a crowning act of Christian consecration for the conquest of 
North America for Christ. The very lowest amount (for such offering) to be 
thought of and aimed at, is Five Hunprep THovusanp Do.uars.”’ 

With the closing year of half a century of successful work, the Baptist denomi- 
nation in America ought to rise, as it never has done before, to an adequate com- 
prehension of the immeasurable importance to Uhristianity and to civilization 
of the enterprise which the Home Mission Society is carrying on. 

The denomination should rise, as it has never done before, to a degree of con- 
secration and a measure of beneficent expenditure, which are in some sense 
equal to the greatness of the interests involved in the evangelization of this 
country. 

We 2 it to our country, as the peculiar home and citadel of popular liberty, 
both civil and religious; we owe it to the spirit and principles and history of our 
fathers; we owe it to the Lord Christ, whose word we acknowledge as our only 
law, and whose blessing we seek as our highest joy, that we should give to all 
our religious enterprises in this land a higher key than we have ever sounded be- 
fore, and that we should begin, by our enlarged gifts of money and labor, a new 
era of Christian benevolence and Christian evangelization. 

It would be difficult to state the full measure of our debts as a denomination to 
the work of the Home Mission Society. All over the country are Churches which 
owe their existence under God to this Society. Few are the Churches west of 
the East Ohio line that were not planted and nursed into self-sustaining vigor by 
its Missionaries. It is fitting that on the fiftieth anniversary of this mother of 
Churches, her innumerable children should come up to lay their grateful and 
golden offerings at her feet. 

Your Committee feel that there are peculiar reasons for every Church which 
owes it genesis to the Home Mission Society, to acknowledge with free and large 
contributions its immeasurable debt. : 

They feel also that there is peculiar reason for making the next anniversary of 
the Home Mission Society in form and in spirit, in word and in deed, a jubilee 
meeting. 

They therefore recommend: 
1. That an entire day (three sessions) be given to Services commemorative of 
the Semi-Centennial of the Society. 
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2. That the order of Services be substantially as follows, subject to modi- 
fication by the Executive Board: In the evening, a jubilee poem and a histori- 
cal discourse. In the following forenoon,a session devoted to Missionary re- 
miniscences. In the afternoon, a series of addresses on the outlook of Home 
Mission enterprise, 

3. That, in order that the Society oy! have a real and worthy jubilee cele- 
bration, special efforts be made during the year to increase the contributions of 
the Churches for Home Mission work to the sum of $500,000; and, particularly, 
that every Church which owes its existence to the Home Mission Society, be in- 
vited to make the largest possible contribution to this grand jubilee offering. 

4. That the Executive Board be requested to take under consideration the 
desirableness of preparing a memorial volume, which shall contain an adequate 
history of the Home Mission Society from its beginning, and a full report of the 
Semi-Centennial Services. 

The report was warmly advocated by Dr. 8. W. Duncan, Ohio, and 


was adopted with much enthusiasm. 


The Corresponding Secretary here read a communication from the 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference of New York city and vicinity, requesting 
that the next anniversary of the Society be held in that city, or in 
Brooklyn. This communication was referred to the Executive Board, 
with power. 

The Committee on Nominations reported as follows: 


OFFICERS FOR 1881-2. 


President—Hon. J. L. Howard, Connecticut. 

Vice-Presidents—Hon. J. H. Walker, Massachusetts; John D. Rocke- 
feller, Esq., Ohio. 

Treasurer—Joseph B. Hoyt, Esq>-Connecticut. 

Auditors—William Phelps, Esq., New York; Joseph Brokaw, Esq., 
New York. 

Corresponding Secretary—Henry L. Morehouse, D. D., N. Y. 

Recording Secretary—Rev. D. B. Jutten, N. Y. 

Managers—Third Class, serving till 1884—John H. Deane, Esq., 
New York; W. A. Cauldwell, Esq., New York; E. Lathrop, D. D.., 
Connecticut; E. T. Hiscox, D. D., New York; Rev. Edward Judson, 
New Jersey. 


The report was received, and the following were appointed tellers: 
Rey. C. E. Bascom, Rev. J. Sunderland, Rev. L. A. Gould and Rev. 
J. W. Carter. 

A ballot having been taken, the tellers reported the above named 
officers elected. 
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Dr. Morehouse presented the following resolution: 


Whereas, The Associated Press Associations, both of the East and West, have 
given the National Baptist Societies, meeting at Indianapolis, unusual facilities 
for the transmission of the reports of the daily proceedings, and 

Whereas, The officers of the Association have shown every courtesy to our rep- 
resentatives, therefore 

Resolved, That we tender these gentlemen, Mr. J. W. Simonton, of New York, 
Hon. W. H. Smith, of Chicago, and J. F. Wallick, of Indianapolis, our heartiest 
thanks, and that our Secretaries be instructed to communicate the same. 


Benediction by Dr. Morehouse. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Hon. J. L. Howard, of Connecticut, in the Chair. 

Prayer by W. T. Stott, D. D., Ind. 

Prof. L. B. Tefft, of Tenn., reported on “Our Work among the Freed- 
men,” as follows: 


Your Committee are glad to find themselves in hearty unison with the Board 
of this Society. We believe that Christian schools which receive their scholars 
to a home, and hold them steadily under right influences, are the most effective 
agencies in Christianizing and elevating people of low civilization. They preach 
the Gospel ‘‘ precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line 
upon line; here a little and there a little,” until the darkened mind is penetrated 
and the deeply buried soul is quickened. Thus Christian principle is deeply 
inwrought, and the Christian life becomes established and able to maintain itself 
in consistency and usefulness. We believe that the Mission school, at home 
and abroad, furnishes the most promising disciples and the most reliable 
laborers for our Lord. The converts and the workers going out from such 
schools in Burmah, in Assam, among the Telugus, and among the colored peo- 
ple of this country, are the men and women who to.day are lifting their people 
with a courage equaled by no other instrumentality. 

Your Committee notice with satisfaction the enlargement and progress in this 
department of the Society's work. We note the increase in the number of 
schools—last year, eight; this year, ten; the larger attendance upon these 
schools—last year, 1,192; this year, more than 1,600, an increase of 34 per cent. ; 
367 students for the Gospel ministry; buildings erected or improved, fur- 
nishing ampler facilities, especially for the education of young women ; 
larger contributions and pledges for carrying on the work, and a worthy in- 
crease in the number of instructors. 

Your Committee urge that far-sighted and prophetic enterprise, which the vast- 
ness and reach of this work demands. ‘This work for the Freedmen signifies 
our share in leading up to virtuous and intelligent citizenship, a race, six and 
one-half million now, and rapidly increasing. It means providing Christian 
teachers and instructed pastors for 800,000 Baptist Church members. For 
them it means a religion of truth and godliness, in place of a religion which 
knows not the law and whose evil excitements no man can tame. It means homes 
of chastity, constancy, and elevating nature; and it means the extension of these 
blessings to the great body of the race in the Fatherland. All this vast signifi- 
cance our Baptist people must grasp and hold in practical view, and press on 
the work till permanent provisions be made for its support, and the colored peo- 
ple be able to take it up and carry it on for themselves, 
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What, then, are our chief duties to-day touching our work among the Freed- 
men? Your Committee heartily concur in the suggestions of the Board, and 
recommend as the voice of this Society: 

1. That the endowment of these Home Mission Schools be brought distinct- 
ly and prominently before the friends of the Freedmen. If anywhere such 
foundations are a necessary and Christ-like beneficence, they are most of all 
for the poor colored people of the South. The Treasury of the Society needs 
this relief, and no where else can such investments bring so large and so quick 
returns. 

2. The furnishing of ample facilities for the education of Christian girls. In 
this presence there is no need to urge the importance of educating the women of 
arace. The experience of your schools has shown both the capacity of colored 
girls for education, and the unspeakable value of their Christian influence among 
their people. 

3. Your Committee approve and commend the work of holding ‘‘ Ministerial 
Institutes” upon the field, asa means of awakening among the pastors and 
preachers a sense of the need of, and a zeal for, learning; but not as a substitute for 
more extended means of instruction. The plan of organizing and prosecuting 
the work proposed by the Board, we are willing to approve, if it does not pre- 
sume upon more of iron and less of flesh in the constitution of teachers than 
human nature does actually contain. Whether their powers of endurance in 
Southern mid-summer heats, after eight or nine months of over-work in their 
institutions, will be equal to the generosity of their purpose, is a question, the 
solution of which we should watch with fear. It will not prove either wisdom 
or economy to sacrifice the workers. | 

4. Your Committee understand that, in every Home Mission School, such in- 
struction is given in Biblical and peep theology, as is suited to the needs of 
students whose time or ability forbid an extended course of study. But we ap- 
prove the purpose of the Board to build up, at two or more points, institutions 
of higher grade and complete equipment, suited to the sieomaied needs of 
students and Churches. Baptist institutions for the education of the ministry, 
must not be inferior to those founded by any other denomination. Inferior ed- 
ucation means inferior pastors, and inferior pastors means inferior Churches. 
Inferior schools will lose to us the young men of largest ability and highest en- 
terprise. Your Committee could not approve the attempt, as a general rule, to 
educate colored ministers in Northern institutions, separated for years from 
contact with their own people. Foreseeing that a line of cleavage will surely 
show itself between the more educated ministry and the less educated people, 
this tendency ought to be obviated, as much as possible, by holding the young 
ministry in living contact with the common people during all the years of their 
education. 

5. Your Committee commend, also, the arrangements made by the Board for 
co-operation with State Conventions in their evangelizing work. By this we 
believe that a double advantage is gained. So far as the Conventions aid in the 
work, the Society's treasury is relieved, and so far as Colored Conventions share 
in the management without damaging the work, they acquire experience and 
preparation for wisely administering their own affairs, 

And, finally, your Committee congratulate the Society and the denomination 
upon the present hopeful outlook of this department of our work. The schools 
are making progress, great advances are taking place among the colored people, 
and public sentiment in the South is becoming more favorable to the education 
of the Freedmen. We bespeak ae thanks to God for the spirit and fruits of 
revival, which have this year hallowed anew all the schools: and we commend 
anew ag work among the Freedmen to the best benefactions of the Lord’s 
stewards. 


Singing by the Nashville singers. 
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D. W. Phillips, D. D., spoke on the “Influence of the Nashville 
Institute.” 

S. W. Marston, D.D., of St. Louis, addressed the meeting on the 
“Condition and Prospects of the Freedmen in the Southwest.” 

Dr. A. E. Dickinson, Va., addressed the body. 

The Committee on Enrollment, through Rev. George E. Leonard, 
Ind., made the following report: 
PO i number of life directors, life members, delegates, and visitors present is 


These persons come from 30 States and Territories, Burmah, and India. 

Report adopted. 

Song by the Nashville singers. 

Hon. J. P. Bishop, of Ohio, read the report of the Committee on 
“ Work among the Indians,” as follows : 


That in prosecuting its beneficent work, the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society should include the American Indians, among those who are the objects 
of its care, cannot be deemed an open question. 

By referring to the Constitution of that Society, we find its leading object is, 
“to promote the preaching of the Gospel in North America.”’ 

It follows, of course, that Missionary labor among the Indians is an or 
part of the Society’s work, unless it is shown by experience that its efforts in 
their behalf have hae in the past, and will be in the future, fruitless. 

Have they been fruitless? For an answér to the question we refer to the past 
experience and reports of this Society. Especially do we call attention to the 
report of the Secretary at the present anniversary, by which it appears, among 
other things, that among the civilized Nations of the Indian Territory, out of 
60,000 persons, 34,500 can read and write. They have a newspaper, and there 
are nearly 100 Baptist Churches, with about 6,000 members. 

Your Committee, then, are of the opinion that the work among the Indians 
should be earnestly prosecuted by this Society in the future—more earnestly than 
in the past. How this can best be done we cannot now take time to consider. We 

rticularize in one respect only —that is, suitable schools should be established, 
in which native Indians may receive instruction, and be prepared to preach 
to, and become teachers of, the people of the respective tribes. 

But in considering this subject, your Committee encounter another grave 

uestion, on the solution of which the success of this Society, in a great degree, 
lepaada that is, the policy of the National Government in its treatment of, and 
dealings with, the Indians. e 

Two policies have been recommended and urged. One is to place the Indians 
under the control of the Military Department of the Government; thus subjecting 
them by force and fear, and to civilize them, if at all, by the sword. 

‘The other is the philanthropic policy; to carry out which, Congress has provided 
for the appointment by the President, of ‘Commissioners eminent for intelli- 
gence and philanthropy.” 

This latter policy is the one now favored by the Government and Congress; and 
the authorities have in various ways recognized and provided for it; but we 
cannot take time to state how this has been done. Suffice it to say, that the civil 

ower of the National Government, favors the utmost endeavors of the American 

ptist Home Mission Society, in educating, civilizing, and Christianizing the 
Indians of North America. 
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This policy of the Government should have the unqualified approval of this 
Society, and its most earnest efforts in perfecting and carrying it out; as thereby 
the objects of this a be greatly promoted. 

In conclusion, your Committee cannot do better than to recommend the re- 
affirmance and readoption of a resolution passed by this Society, at its last anni- 
versary, and to earnestly commend its conclusions to the attention of the 
President of the United States, and to Congress, and to all who recognize the 
obligation of the command, ‘‘ Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature.”’ 

The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That in our judgment, the Indian question can never be righteously 
or permanently settled, until there is the full recognition of the Indian’s rights 
of citizenship and of personal property, upon the same conditions as in the case 
of persons of other nationalities; and we invite Christians of every name, and all 
good citizens, to join us in urging this conviction upon our National Govern- 
ment and upon the country. 


A supplemental report was presented by E. B. Hulbert, D. D., of 
Tll., as follows: 


At Hampton, Va., and Carlisle, Pa., are training schools for Indian youth, un- 
der the supervision of the General Government. In these schools, the common 
English branches form only a part of the instruction imparted. The pupils are 
taught ‘‘ how to live, as well as how read and think.” It is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment ‘‘to have farms and domestic work occupy as prominent a place as 
study in the school-room; and the development of character and the training of 
the pupils in the manner and habits of civilized life, are held to be quite as impor- 
tant as acquiring a knowledge of books.”” Hence, in these schools the boys are 
trained in farming,wagon and harness-making, tin and black-smithing, carpentry, 
shoe-making and other industrial branch»s; while the girls are taught the manufac- 
ture and mending of garments, the use of the sewing machine, laundry work, 
cooking, and the routine of household duties pertaining to their sex. Govern- 
ment aid is granted to these pupils tothe amount of $150 per year. The policy 
has been long enough in operation to leave nv doubt of its entire success. The 
Government officials and all intelligent observers, are enthusiastic over the re- 
sults achieved. 

Your Committee are assured of the need of a school of this kind in the Indian 
Territory— a school giving this primary instruction in books and in the trades. 

Then advancing upon this idea, provision ought to be made by the denomina- 
tion for the pursuit of higher branches of study, and for the normal and theological 
ye of those who are to teach and to preach. 

_A well-equipped school, beginning with the rudiments of an industrial educa- 
tion, and ending with the higher preparation of those who are to be leaders of 
the people, is our great present need. 

Your Committee believe, that in order t® perpetuate and extend, with in- 
creased efficiency, civilizing influences among the tribes, the cause of Christ im- 
peratively demands the establishment of such a school. 

Many considerations impel us to this conviction. 

The General Government looks with favor upon movements of this kind, and 
can be relied upon for substantial aid. 

An increasing and deep interest in the education of the Indian, never known 
before, is spreading over the country; an interest awakened by the wonderful 
success of the Government Schools. 

The educational uplifting of the tribes, especially the civilized nations, makes 
the special training of native leaders more and more needful. 

All the arguments favoring schools for the Freedmen, are even more forcible 
when applied tothe Indians. One Christian school in the Territory, endowed 
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and maintained as are the Society's schools in the South, wonld be the most 
powerful civilizing and Christianizing influence which could be brought to bear 
upon the civilized, and, through them, upon the wild tribes. 

Without amplifying further, the Committee desire specially to emphasize the 

resent and growing 06 rag of a primary and industrial, a literary and theo- 
ogical school in the Indian Territory, and to urge the Board to give the matter 
an immediate and favorable consideration. 

The reports of the Committee were adopted. 

Rev. D. Rogers, general missionary for the Indian Territory, gave 
an address on the work among the Indians. 

Rev. William Hurr, a native missionary to the Sacs and Foxes, 
spoke on the needs of his brother red men. 

Dr. Sidney Dyer, of Philadelphia, followed. __ 

The Standing Committees were ordered to be appointed. A com- 
mittee upon Mexican Missions was added to the number. 

Dr. Sheldon offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the pastor and 
members of the First Baptist Church and congregation of this city, for the use of 
their house of worship during these anniversary meetings; to the citizens gener- 
ally for their cordiality and hospitality; to the hotels for their reduction in their 


charges for entertainment; to the press for their liberal notices and reports of 
the meeting, and to the railroads for their reduction of rates of fare. 


Resolved, That we extend our thanks to Rev. D. C. Potter, of New York, for 
his service in furnishing so full and correct reports of our meetings, to the As- 
sociated Press of the country. 


Benediction by Rev. William Hurr, of Indian Territory. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Hon. J. L. Howard in the chair. 

Singing by Nashville students. 

Prayer by Rev. L N. Carman, of IIL. 

It was voted that the Chair have the privilege of naming the Stand- 
ing Committees, subject to the approval of the Executive Board. 


The following Committees were so appointed : 

On Western Missions.—T. Edwin Brown, D. D., N. Y.; A. K. Pot- 
ter, D. D., Mass.; S. W. Duncan, D. D., Ohio; Rev. H. C. Woods, 
Minn.; Rey. H. S. Westgate, Col.; C. P. Jacobs, Esq., Ind. 

On Work Among the Freedmen.—H. L. Wayland, D. D., Pa.; J. H. 
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Griffith, D. D., N. Y.; Pres. H. M. Tupper, N. C.; Rev. S. H. Greene, 
D. C.; Rev. J. W. Patterson, Va.; Hon. H. K. Fuller, Vt.; O. H. 
Greenleaf, Esq., Mass. 

On Church Edifice Work.—E. H. Johnson, D. D., R. L; Rev. Z. 
Grenell, Jr., Mich.; Rev. J. R. Stone, Ind.; Rev. D. E. Halteman, Wis. ; 
Rev. G. Gates, Kan.; Col. W. H. Harris, Ohio; Ebenezer Morgan, 
Esq., Conn. 

On Missions to European Populations.—G. W. Lasher, D. D., Ohio; 
A. J. Rowland, D. D., Pa.; Rev. S. P. Merrill, Me.; Rev. C. P. Jensen, 
Iil.; Rev. G. A. Schulte, N. Y. 

On Work Among the Indvans.—T. J. Morgan, D. D., IL; Robert 
Lowry, D. D., N. J.; Rev. Sidney Dyer, Pa.; Rev. D. Rogers, Ind. 
Ter.; Chief Keokuk, Ind. Ter. 

On Missions in Mexico.—Rev. W. IL. Knapp, Conn.; Rev. W. H. 
Sloan, N. Y.; Rev. T. M. Westrup, Mexico; Rev. J. V. Schofield, Mo.; 
L. M. Woodruff, D. D., Iowa. - 

On Chinese Missions.—H. M. King, D. D., Mass.; Rev. Norman 
Fox, N. Y.; Rev. S. B. Morse, Cal.; Rev. Joseph Stockbridge, N. J.; 
Fung Chak, Oregon. | 

On Obituaries.—H. 8. Burrage, D. D., Me.; H. F. Smith, D. D., N. 
J.; S. B. Page, D. D., Ohio; R. J. Adams, D. D., Mass.; Rev. J. N. 
Chase, N. H. 


On motion of Rev. E. L. Scofield, of Mo., it was 


Resolved, That we commend to the careful consideration of our Board of 


rare whether more agents or district secretaries should not at once be put 
into the field, who shall present the claims and necessities of our work more 
fully to our churches and district associations. 


Rev. D. F. Carnahan, of Ill, moved the following: 


_ Resolved, That we gladly hail, and return thanksgiving to God, for the advanc- 
ing Temperance sentiment and Temperance legislation in our land. _ 


Resolved, That we highly approve of the extent to which our brethre 
the Freedmen take and keep the total abstinence pledge. aay eeutee 


This was adopted. 
Singing by the Nashville students. 


Prof. L. B. Tefft, Tenn., spoke upon “Our Work at Nashville.” 
Singing by Nashville students. 


Rev. H. Woodsmall, of Ala., spoke upon “ What has been done at 
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Rev. T.. L. Jordan, of Miss., spoke upon “The Condition and Pros- 
pects of the Freedmen in the Mississippi Valley.” 

Hon. Geo. W. Williams, of Ohio, delivered an address upon “ Chris- 
tian Education the Supreme Need of the Freedmen.” 

Thanks were voted the singers from Nashville, and to Rev. L. B. 
Fish, their leader. 

After appropriate remarks by the President, prayer was offered by 
Rev. L. B. Fish. The Doxology was sung, the Benediction pro- 
nounced by Dr. Morehouse, and the Society adjourned. 


D. C. POTTER, 
Recording Secretary, pro tem. 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


- Presented May 24, 1881. 


The Executive Board of the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety, herewith respectfully submit the forty-ninth Annual Report of 
their transactions, and of the condition of the interests entrusted to 
their care. 

The year has been marked by a decided revival of interest in Home 
Missions, the extension of missionary operations into long unoccupied 


fields, the general increase of missionary force, the perfected plans of 


cooperation with State conventions, the new departure in our church 
edifice work, the increase of our educational institutions for the Freed- 
men and the Indians, the organization of our Freedmen work on a 
more effective basis—and especially by the many notable bereave- 
ments which have befallen the Society. 


OBITUARY AND CHANGES. 


Rarely, if ever before, in one year, has death made so great inroads 
into our ranks. The first to fall was the noble man of noble mien, who 
cared for the Society as lovingly, earnestly, faithfully, unremittingly, as 
he cared for his own personal interests ; who had served on the Board 
almost continuously since 1865 ; who for two years, in a trying period, 
served the Society as Corresponding Secretary without salary, and at 
the same time gave most generously to its work—Nathan Bishop, 
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LL.D., the friend and benefactor of the Freedmen ; the Christian 
guardian of the red man’s rights, as an original member of the Board 
of Indian Commissioners ; the cool, comprehensive, sagacious christian 
counsellor ; a man, in short, generally recognized as the foremost 
representative of the laymen in our denomination. 

Swiftly following, came the death of A. B. Capwell, Esq., who, with 
the exception of one year, had been a member of the Board since 
1848 ; during all this period its trusted and successful legal adviser, 
and for years Chairman of the Board; seldom absent from its stated 
meetings, and deeply interested in everything relating to the Society’s 
work. Truly, two pillars of the Society have fallen. 

Later in the year, at a very advanced age, Rev. Benj. M. Hill, D.D., 
entered into rest. From 1840 to 1862 he was Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Society, discharging the duties of this position with marked 
ability. The Society, organized in 1832, was in its formative state 
when he came to this post. His was the clear, methodical, well- 
balanced mind to bring it into effective working order. The fields first 
tilled while he was in service are now yielding rich harvests, over which 
he rejoiced before entering into rest. Rev. Barnas Sears, D.D. LL.D., 
the honored College President, and Superintendent of the Peabody 
Educational Fund for the Southern States ; Rey. Thos. Powell, a Mis- 
sionary to Illinois in 1836, and years following ; Rev. Wm. H. Shailer, 
»®).D.; E. E. Barney, Esq.; Wm. S. Stickney, the only son of the honored 
President of the Society, and others whose names are published else- 
where have been called away. Eleven Life Directors and twenty-four 
Life Members have died since last we met. 

The loss to the Board of Dr. Bishop and Mr. Capwell, on whom we 
had long leaned, together with the removal of Dr. Read to Illinois, 
threw unexpected responsibilities on those who remained. To fill the 
vacancies thus occasioned, the Board elected Jno. F. Plummer and — 
Jno. P. Townsend of New York, and Wm. H. Jameson of Brooklyn. 


FINANCIAL. 


The grand total of receipts for the year (not including loans repaid) 
is $235,032.44, or $69,580.33 more than from the same sources last 
year. The income from contributions, legacies, schools, interest on 
invested funds, etc., has been $169,312.77. Additions to permanent 
Trust and Endowment Funds, are $33,160.33; to funds on which annui- 
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ties are paid, $12,425—a total to these funds of $45,585.33. For 
Church Edifice Work, $20,134.34 have been received. Other large 
sums have been pledged. The Society’s indebtedness is $29,955.36, 
against $18,373.75 last year. A large proportion of the increase 
in receipts, being designated or annuity funds, is not immediately 
applicable for the general missionary work of the Society. 

The following tabulation, prepared with much care, is designed to 
show the sources of the Society's receipts, the purposes to which 
they are applicable, and the amount of the several funds held 
in trust by the Society. By maintaining this classification hereafter, 
the financial facts of each year and a comparison of one year with 
another will be presented at a glance. 


1. TABLE OF RECEIPTS.*—Classified to show from what sources derived. 
Churches, Real Es- | dente Int. from) Church 
8. Schools “Legacies tate and o- Miscella-| Church | Edifice Total 
and ‘| Invest- | g.nools. | 2e0us. | Edifice | Loans Ocae. 
Individ'ls. | ments. Loans Repaid. 
1881. | $108,949 on ,537 03, $7,452 85 $21,276 33) $7,118 71 $10,112 per $31,200 73 $220,647 84 


2. TABLE OF RECEIPTS.*—Classified to show for what objects to be used. 


Church 
Freedmen | Boardand| Sundry Pa Edi- 
a Work and | Tuition in ated! fice Loan nso oe Total. 
Tposes. | Schools. | Schools. | Objects. Fund. Fund 
1881. | $110,242 30| $35,974 06 | $21,276 33 | $1,820 08 $43,799 87 | $7,535 20 $220,647 84 


3. TABLE OF TRUST FUNDS.—Classified to show- for what purposes held. 


Church 
General | Freedmen | Special |p, Received || Church | 
Purposes Work and | Endow- Annuiti During the Edifice 
| Schools. ments. Year. Loan Fund. | Benevolent 
| 
1881. | $50,343 93 | $28,069 64 | $18,832 75 | $82,755 92 | $45,585 33 || $238,985 75 $6,773 90 


*Exclusive of Trust Funds, as shown in Fifth Column of Third Table. 


Authorized by the Society to enlarge our operations, especially in 
the West, and encouraged by the steady increase of contributions, 


| 
=| 
2 
‘ 
ee > 
i} 
¥ 


1881. } ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. 41 


the Board, early last fall, made a careful reapportionment of amounts 
to be expended in the several Western States and Territories. While 
this amount is far less than the necessities of the case require, and less 
than others are doing, yet it was such an advance over preceding 
years as to give new life and hope all along the line. 

The demand for this advance was imperative. We believe that the 
sentiment of the denomination sustains the Society in its aggressive 
and progressive policy, and that while for the moment increased re- 
ceipts have not covered increased expenditures, the unpleasant chasm 
between them will soon be narrowed or closed up. We cannot halt 
at this hour when everything is bounding forward at such a tremen- 
dous rate in the West. To pause is to surrender the field to error, to 
infidelity and irreligion. A debt is indeed to be dreaded, but there 
are consequences more dreadful than a debt. With faith in God and 
in his people, the Society, which is but the executive of the denomi- 
nation for missionary work, proposes to push on to possess the land. 


ECONOMY IN ADMINISTRATION. 


The Society conducts its vast and varied work—Missionary, Church 
Edifice, Educational, Financial—with an official force not half as large 
and, in some instances, hardly one-third as large as that sustained by 
several other denominations covering the same fields of labor. What 
is done by others through two or three organizations, each with its 
own headquarters and working force, is attended to by Baptists 
through the agency of one Society. Hence; comparatively speaking, 
the Home Mission work of the denomination is conducted with un- 
equalled economy. The fund established by Garrat N. Bleecker 
yields an annual income for the payment of the current expenses of 
administration. By the death of his daughter, the wife of Prof. Norman 
Fox, a legacy of $10,000 has been added to this fund during the year. 
Barely five per cent. of the total receipts of the year is required to 
meet the balance of these expenses, and this percentage, of course, 
diminishes as contributions increase. 

Donors may therefore rest assured that the Society's operations 
are conducted with unusual economy and by the smallest possible 
working force consistent with efficiency. Indeed, only by thorough 
organization of the work, and incessant attention to it, has any degree 
of efficiency been attained during the year. By judicious distribution 
of labor and responsibility, the work of the year has been largely in- 
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creased, and may be increased still more, without appreciable addi- 
tional expense to the Society. 
COOPERATION OF WOMENS HOME MISSION SOCIETIES. 

The Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society, (Boston,) has 
cooperated with us in sending through our Treasury $1,893.16, 
principally for the support of teachers and beneficiaries in schools 
for the Freedmen and the Indians. The Woman’s Baptist Home 
Mission Society of Michigan, has likewise cooperated by sending 
$1,045.00 for the support of teachers and beneficiaries, and to aid in 
maintaining missionaries in the West. The Women of Cleveland 
have also sent $532.50 for the support of missionaries in the West. The 
Women’s Baptist Home Mission Society, (Chicago,) has enlisted 
the organized aid of their sisters in several Western States for the 
promotion of Home Missionstherein. Througliout the country many 
valuable boxes of clothing and goods have been prepared and sent to 
needy missionaries, and for distribution to the students in our 
Southern schools. 

EXTENT OF OUR WORK. 

During the year our work has been prosecuted in 43 States and 
Territories, and from 41 States and Territories contributions have 
been received. The number of missionaries and teachers sustained is 
greater by 111 than last year; and in no previous year of the Society’s 
operations have so large a number been employed, except in 1874 and 
1875, when the state missionary work of New York, Illinois and 
Michigan was carried on through this Society. The laborers have 
been distributed as follows: In the Eastern States, 9 ; in the Middle 
States, 11; in the Southern States, 86; in the Western States, in- 
cluding 25 on the Pacific Coast, 286. Representatives of four dis- 
tinct races are to be found among these missionaries ; and they have 
preached the Gospel in nine different languages. 

While the missionary field has received special attention, our educa- 
tional work for the Freedmen and the Indians has also been advanced, 
as isshown by the annexed table, and as appears more fully in other 
parts of the report. In addition to the schools here enumerated, 
the Board has this year conducted, under contract with the United 
States Government, 12 day-schools for elementary instruction of 
Freedmen among the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians, containing 


567 pupils. 
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CLASSIFIED TABLE OF MISSIONARIES, ETC., OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME 
MISSION SOCIETY. 


From 1870 ro 1881. 


YEAR. 383 Bos § | $8 

< 2 | 3 
352 | 202; 25| 15| 4] 73| 3 | 7 | 20 
424/269; 29) 7 | 7| 7%) 831 
485 | 292; 29) 6| 6 | 68/ 2] 7 | 25| 695 
$30 | 231; 38| 8 | 8/13] 2 | 7 |-21| 670 
12| 6 | 6| 20/ 7 | 26| 795 
260; 129; 54, 10| 6 | 11/ 17' 2 | 7 | 31; 848 
230/110! 37] 10| 4 | 13| 15/— | 7 | 871 
cs 215| 100; 32| 11}; 4 12/ 19| 1 | 8 | 36 1,056 
236/ 108| 32| 4] 10| 2 8 | 44 |1,041 
281/158 5 9/15; 2 8 | 38 /1,191 
392 | 209, 40| 30| 6 | 11| 21 | 38 | 11 | §72 |1,649 


* The plan of codperation in the States of New York, Michigan and Illinois, 
terminated in 1875, and 73 missionaries in these States were transferred to the 
care of their respective State Conventions. 

t Not including Secretaries and Agents. | 

t The decrease of missionaries among the Freedmen after 1873 is largely 
accounted for by the fact that Students were no longer commissioned as teachers 
and missionaries during their summer vacations. 

§ Including nine teachers of Government day-schools in Indian Territory. 


|| Not reported. 
RESULTS OF THE YEARS WORK. 
Churches and out-stations supplied..... TTY 1,202 
Religious visits made, 67,737 
Received by baptiom. 1,304 
Received by letter amd experience.... 1,382 
Sunday-schools under care of missionaries...........+--++seeeeeeees 554 
Attendance at Sunday-schools 29,090 


Notwithstanding the unexampled severity of the winter over a 
considerable part of our mission field, the spiritual results generally 
have been very cheering. The fact that the 322 missionaries of the 
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Society have supplied 1,202 churches and outstations, and have gath- 
ered into the churches, under their care, 2,686 members, is‘an indi- 
cation of the activity of these earnest men of God. To the particulars 
of our work, and the need of both prayers and offerings for it, we 
now call attention. 


THE INDIANS. 


Increased attention has been given to missionary and educational 
work among the Indians in the Indian Territory. A Baptist chapel 
has been completed at Tahlequah through the munificence of 
a lady who has also presented the church a fine Bible and a bell. Our 
commonly accepted ‘‘Articles of Faith” have been translated and 
published for use in the Cherokee Churches. In some sections con- 
siderable religious interest has prevailed. Rev. A. Frank Ross, of the 
i Choctaw nation, gives an interesting account of a gracious work under 
4 his ministrations. He says: “I organized the little flock with seven 
members; it now contains one hundred and fifteen. It com- 
| menced its worship under the forest oak, amidst great opposi- 
4 tion, but by the help of God we have overcome all difficulties, and 
, now worship in a large Baptist Church house, which we built and 
own ourselves, and it is now the great light of these benighted regions.” 
Bros. Rogers, Trenchard and Akers have done good work in the 
‘! Territory. It is not surprising that there should be inconsistent 
i church members among them as among their more favored white 
brethren. The general religious character of the converts, however, 
: is good, and many are eminently devoted. Our interest among the 

i Sacs and Foxes has suffered in the past from neglect and from the 

i religious indifference or unfriendliness of the agent there. Keokuk, 
‘1 second chief of the Sacs and Foxes, a member of the Baptist Church, 
ae ae has exerted salutary influence over his people ; and Rev. Wm. Hurr, 
| an Ottawa, who speaks English and several Indian tongues, has been 

appointed missionary to that field. 

“The Indian University,” opened in our mission building at Tahle- — 
Phi quah more than a year ago, has had a total attendance of 57 during 
i A the year. Of these, 5 have been studying for the ministry. The 
Board engaged to pay one-half the salary of Prof. Bacone, the head of 
the school. The question of giving to this enterprise our full Christian 
sympathy, counsel and support is fairly before the Society. 
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As helpful to this decision, we present from the latest official reports 
the following facts concerning the condition of the five civilized 
nations, viz.: Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Chickasaw, and Seminole. 
In these nations there are, in round numbers, 60,000 persons, of whom 
34,500 can read. They have 214 day-schools, 11 seminaries or boarding- 
schools and orphan asylums. During the year 36 Cherokee children 
have been in Eastern schools. The Cherokees publish a weekly news- 
paper, printed in Cherokee and English. In 1880 they had 314,398 
acres under cultivation, and raised nearly 3,000,000 bushels of grain. 
They owned about 800,000 head of stock. 


In these nations are 154 church edifices: among the Cherokees, 
61; the Creeks, 46; the Choctaws, 34; the Chickasaws, 6; the 
Seminoles, 7. Agent Tufts, in his last report to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, says: “The schools are conducted on the school 
system of the States, the English language being taught exclusively. 
The stranger is surprised to meet so many well-educated people 
among the nations. The Sabbath is well respected and observed.” 


About one-tenth of the entire population of these nations are mem- 
bers of Baptist Churches, a ratio far above the average in the States 
of the Union. This indicates how greatly God has blessed our labors 
among them, while it suggests most strongly our responsibility for 
their progress and their future welfare. They are not now mere 
“babes” who need merely “the milk of the word.” They are attain- 
ing to Christian manhood. They require a better educated ministry 
than they have, better than can be provided by their own secular 
schools. We cannot retain our hold upon the intelligent, better classes, 
unless provision is made for the education of such a ministry. With a 
properly equipped Institution, established at a central location in the © 
Territory, many who now are educated in the States at the expense 
of the nations, would go there, while many others would seek these 
advantages ; and thus a fountain of Christian learning and influence 
would refresh the Churches now established, and send its healing 
streams among the heathen tribes who listen to one of their own race 
when the pale-faced preacher is unable to gain access to their hearts. 

Furthermore, the wide-spread educational measures of the Govern- 
ment among the Indians generally, are preparing the way for a more 
intelligent ministry. Last year, 60 boarding and 110 day-schools were 
in operation among the different Indian tribes (exclusive of the five 
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civilized tribes in the Indian Territory). These were taught by 338 
teachers, and attended by over 7,000 children. In addition to these 
must be mentioned the extensive and successful experiment of Indian 
education by Government aid, at such schools as Hampton and 
Carlisle. Through these methods a great change in Indian thought 
and life is taking place ; but, as the Report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs states: “The expense of educating Indians away from 
their homes will preclude the possibility of more than a limited num- 
ber ever receiving the advantages which Eastern schools afford.” 
Higher Christian schools should be established where they will be ac- 
cessible at small expense to the Indian youth. Has not the time arrived 
when we should take pronounced action in the establishment of a 
school in which instruction shall be imparted not only to those who 
can maintain themselves, but open also to those whom the Govern- 
ment may approve and support, as is now done elsewhere ? 

Having been honored of God with so powerful a representation 
among the leading Indian tribes, shall we fulfil our trust and make 
the most of our advantage, if we fail to provide for them that Christian 
education which shall make them influentiaP leaders in the evangeliza- 
tion of the uncivilized tribes ? 

We record with sadness the death of Agent James E. Spencer, at 
Pyramid Lake, Nevada, last October. He was approved for his effi- 
ciency by the Government, and his loss was deeply deplored by the 
Indians. Joseph M. McMaster, Esq., our nominee, as his successor, 
received the appointment and is at his post. We hope soon to send 
to these Indians a missionary whose time will be divided between 
them and other missionary work. They are yet in the gross darkness 
of a pagan faith. 

THE CHINESE. 

Our faithful missionary for years at Portland, Oregon, has returned 

to China to preach the Gospel to his countrymen there. His successor, 


- Fung Chak, is carrying forward the work successfully. These Chinese 


brethren have not only done much to sustain their own work, but have 
contributed several hundred dollars for the support of a missionary 
and for the erection of a Christian chapel in China. 

At Oakland, Cal., Christian school and mission work is in an en- 
couraging condition. Evening schools are well attended. Several 
have been baptized. The relation of their Christian experience was 
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very satisfactory. The anti-Chinese agitation on the Pacific Coast 
has measurably subsided, and the prospects of our work are brighter 


in consequence thereof. For Chinese missions, the expenditures have 
been $675.00. 


RUSSIANS. 


In Southern Russia are many thousands whose religious belief and 
practice are almost identical with our own. Large colonies of Rus- 
sians have located in the West and the North. To ascertain whether 
among them were people of our faith, an exploring missionary, who 
speaks the Russian language, was sent out. Some were found—in one 
instance a church organization—but not enough to warrant immedi- 
ately the appointment of a missionary to devote his whole time to this 
field. Nevertheless, a watchful eye will be kept in this direction. 


THE FRENCH. 


The great influx of the Canadian French population into our 
northern States, principally into New England, is unabated, and has 
led to the appointment of two additional Freuch missionaries—one in 
Massachusetts and one in Connecticut—the Convention of the latter 
State cooperating in his support. For missions among the French 
population, our expenditures have been $2,824.27. 


THE GERMANS. 


Last fall the Board increased the appropriations to missionary work 
among the Germans in the West. Heretofore, the Western German 
Conference has been responsible for one-half the sum appropriated 
for missionaries’ salaries. For every dollar they now raise for this 
purpose we are to add a dollar and a half. Though the Western 
Conference has been sub-divided into three Conferences, this arrange- 
ment remains undisturbed thereby. In the Eastern Conference there 
has been no change in the proportions hitherto prevailing. 

While progress in the evangelization of the Germans is not rapid, 
it seems to be sure and solid; and one result has been that Baptists 
in Germany have among their leaders men converted and trained 
in these German Baptist Churches in the United States. So the 
boughs of our Home Mission vine, running over the wall, drop their 
clusters of blessing into other lands. For missionaries among the 
German population, $6,390.37 have been paid during the year. 
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THE SCANDINAVIANS. 


Revivals of great power have prevailed among many of the Scandi- 
navian churches. Our missionary force has been increased among 
the Swedes, Norwegians and Danes, who are so rapidly filling up the 
Northwest, and a general missionary appointed for the Norwegians. An 
excellent Swedish brother has been appointed to labor in New York 
City and vicinity, welcoming the brethren coming from Baptist 
Churches in the north of Europe, guiding them to western destina- 
tions, gathering into the fold those who remain in the great metropolis, 
and striving to convert his fellow-countrymen from the error of their 
ways. His labors have been much blessed. One of the incidental 
results of our work among these peoples, is the establishment at Chi- 
cago of a denominational Scandinavian paper. The immigration of 
Scandinavians, which promises to be larger this year than ever before, 
demands yet more strenuous efforts on our part for their evangeliza- 
tion. Expenditures for Scandinavian missions have been $3,491.65. 


MISSIONS AMONG THE MORMONS. 


In November the Board commissioned a man, carefully chosen, 
to preach the Gospel “where Satan’s seat is”"—in Utah. This is the 
first serious settled attempt in this direction. An exploring missionary 
was on the field a short time in 1872, but with no tangible results. 
Already we have a church organized in Ogden, a Sabbath-school 
gathered, lots secured for a church edifice which is to be erected as 
soon as the funds can be obtained for the purpose. It should be done 
at once. There are prospects also for the organization of a church in 
Salt Lake City. A Christian school is an indispensable auxiliary in 
missionary work in Utah. Ogden, the great railroad centre of the 
region, is the natural location for such a school. For $10,000 suitable 
buildings could be erected and considerable local assistance secured. 
The Society is prepared to proceed with the enterprise the moment 
the means are furnished. Other denominations, longer on the field, 
are doing much in this direction. One denomination expends $20,000 
this year for a Christian school at Salt Lake City. The hour has come 
for the Baptists of the United States to have a hand in the overthrow 
of the immoral Mormon monstrosity which has too long disgraced our 
civilization. Patriotism demands it. Humanity demands it. Christ 
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demands it. It will cost to do it—but not to do it will cost more, 
ultimately, in loss of our own uncared-for brethren living there, in 
loss of influence there, and in the loss of sculs. Mormonism is growing 
mightier every year. It is terribly aggressive. Its emissaries traverse 
nearly all civilized lands. Forty left Utah in April for labor prin- 
cipally in the old world. Hundreds are in service. And we have one 
missionary in all Utah! We appeal for larger offerings, not only to 
place at once on a firm footing the interest he represents, but to 
establish other missions there. We have entered Utah, God being our 
helper, to stay. We desire not merely to hold on, but to press on to 


greater things. 


THE FREEDMEN. 


The year has witnessed decided advance in our work among the 
Freedmen. Ten established schools now receive our assistance. 
This is an increase of two over last year. These are the schools at 
Selma, Ala., and at Live Oak, Fla. Sixty-three teachers have been 
'under appointment in these schools—last year there were 38. 
Last year 1,191 pupils were enrolled; this year 1,592. Males, 1,046; 
females, 546. Unconverted students who promise well are admitted 
to the schools. From this number 123 conversions are reported. 
Profound religious interest has prevailed in several institutions. 
Reports show that 367 students have the ministry in view. The 
students have paid a larger sum for tuition than ever before. 

In several of the States the freed people have taken deep interest 
in the maintenance of these schools. In Alabama they have 
contributed over $2,000 for the support of teachers and for other 
school purposes. In South Carolina they raised nearly $1,000 for 
furnishing “Colby Hall.” In Florida they gave about $400 for im- 
provement of the building at Live Oak. In Texas and the South- 
west, through the agency of Dr. Marston, they have paid about 
$2,000 on the school property at Marshall, and have nearly as much 
more pledged. In Georgia they are raising funds for the erection of 
a building at Atlanta for the education of young women. In other 
States, also, something has been done, and larger things are contem- 
plated. It is estimated that the freed people have contributed not 
less than $7,000 during the year for educational purposes in con- 
nection with our schools. 
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Several new buildings have been erected or completed. The sliell 
of a structure at Live Oak, Fla., has been thoroughly fitted up for 
teachers’ residence and school purposes. A new building at Columbia, 
S. C., for girls, known as “Colby Hall,” was completed and occupied 
early last fall. A greatly needed dining hall was also erected, and 
opened in February. Both of these are frame buildings. At 
Raleigh, N. C., the medical dormitory, of brick, has been finished. 
These have required about $13,000, the most of which was provided 
by special contributions. 

Other new buildings are to be erected this season. It has been 
decided to establish at Marshall, Tex., an institution for the South- 
west, in which region there are some 600,000 colored people for whom 
we have hitherto done nothing in this respect. A very desirable loca- 
tion comprising four acres, on which is a mansion, has been secured 
for the school at an expense of $2,500, all of which will be paid by 
the people of that section. The Texas Convention of white breth- 
ren gave $400 towards its purchase. The school will probably be 
known as “ Bishop College.” The property is owned by the Society. 
Mrs. Bishop, of New York, gives $5,000 for the erection of a building 
adapted to school and dormitory uses; it is hoped that as much 
more may be contributed by others for this object, inasmuch as 
$10,000 will be required for this building and for changes in the 
present building. At Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C., the building 
for laboratory and lecture rooms in the Medical School is to 
be ready in the fall; this will cost about $5,000, which is wholly 
provided for. The Legislature of North Carolina, last winter, 
granted an acre of the old Governor’s mansion property ad- 
joining the school property as a site for this edifice. At Way- 
land Seminary, Washington, D. C., an addition costing about 
$11,000, for girls, is begun; of this sum $6,000 is provided. At 
Leland University, New Orleans, it is hoped a building costing 
$6,000, of which sum $3,000 is pledged, may be built this yéar. 

Other buildings are greatly needed at Richmond, Va. where 
there are no conveniences for the education of girls, and where 
enlarged accommodations are required for the school in general; 
also at Columbia, S. C., where we have very inferior and inadequate 
accommodations for young men. At Live Oak, Fla.; at Selma, Ala.; 
at Atlanta, Ga., and at Natchez, Miss., dormitory buildings are 
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needed for the students, who now board among the families 
of these places, having no proper places for quiet study. For 
these additions fully $45,000 are needed. As an incentive to our 
colored brethren in Georgia, the Board has offered to give the 
avails of the sale of the old school property, to which we are 
entitled, toward the proposed new building in Atlanta, when they 
shall have secured enough beside to make altogether $5,000. They 
are confident that this will soon be done. 


In the schools longest established and located where gen- 
eral educational privileges have been enjoyed, regular courses of 
study are adopted and systematically pursued.. In others, recently 
established, where the people generally are in ignorance, and pupils 
remain on an average not longer than five months, a progressive 
course of study for the entire school, from the beginning to the end 
of the academic year, is impossible. Instruction has to be adapted, 
for the time being, to individual necessities. The purpose is to raise 
the grade as rapidly as it can be done judiciously, making these 
schools institutions for higher Christian education. The aim has 
been to make them the largest possible blessing to the greatest num- 
ber of those for whom they were founded. It will soon be necessary, 
however, to establish such standards as will preclude the admis- 
sion of those whose lack of preparation in the rudiments of edu- 
cation make them a hindrance rather than a help to our work. 
Particular attention will be given the ensuing year to the courses of 
study in all our schools, that the growing demand for higher train- 
ing may be met. 

It is evidently impossible, even if it were desirable, to conduct ten 
or twelve thoroughly equipped Theological Schools for the Freedmen. 
One or two institutions of this character, however, are required, 
both for those students who desire to pursue a more thorough 
course of study, and for the churches of a few years hence, when 
such men will be in greater demand. While, therefore, general theo- 
logical instruction is to be imparted in all existing schools for those 
whose attainments do not allow them to enter a thorough theological 
course, is it not clear that there must be concentration of efforts at 

one or two points to furnish this higher Biblical instruction ? 

' Looking forward to this, the Trustees of Richmond Institute (one 
of our chartered schools) propose to establish a department for theo- 
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logical instruction of a higher order than is now furnished at any of 
our institutions. It is to be known as the “ Richmond Biblical In- 
stitute,” thereby distinguishing it from the literary department. A 
regular course of three years is proposed, and a shorter course of 
two years; while theological students who wish to take an eclectic 
course, and can do so without detriment to the regular classes, shall 
be received. The Board has formally approved this proposition of the 
Trustees, regarding it a timely action, and Richmond an excellent 
location for such a school. 

The necessity of an Endowment Fund for all these schools increases 
every year as the grade of instruction rises, thereby demanding in- 
structors of a higher order to whom larger compensation must be 
given. Several conditional promises have been made, amounting 
to about $25,000, but an organized effort to secure at least $200,000 
should be made at once. The Board has adopted a form of sub- 
scription * for this purpose, and earnestly invites the benevolent 


*ENDOWMENT FUND FOR FREEDMEN SCHOOLS. 


The American Baptist Home Mission Society, at its Annual Meeting, in Sara- 
toga, May 26th, 1880, recommended the establishment of an Endowment Fund 
for Freedmen Schools, and the Board of the Society, at a meeting held June 7th, 
1880, took the following preliminary step to give effect to the vote of the Society : 

Resolved, That the exigencies of the work of the American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Society demand that immediate measures be taken to raise an Endowment 
Fund of $200,000, the income of which shall be used for the support of teachers 
in Freedmen’s schools founded or fostered by this Society. 

Resolved, That subscribers to this Fund may designate the Institution which 
shall receive the income of their gifts ; but, that all undesignated funds shall be 
used at the discretion of the Board for the general purposes mentioned. 

Resolved, That the Board of the American Baptist Home Mission Society hereby 
agree to receive, invest and administer this Fund in accordance with the fore- 
going resolutions, upon this express condition, however, that if twenty years 
hence, or thereafter, such radical changes have occurred that in the judgment of 
the Society the income of this Fund is not required, or cannot be judiciously 
expended for the general purposes mentioned, or for the support of teachers in 
any Institution designated, then, and in that case, the Society may, at its dis- 
cretion, devote the income of said Fund, or the income of any designated portion 
thereof, to other educational or missionary purposes among the descendants of 
the people known as Freedmen, in the United States, or, if at that time, in the 
judgment of the Society, there be not a reasonable demand for such use of the 
income, then a portion or the whole thereof may be applied to the most im port- 
ant features of the Society’s work, as determined by the Society. 

Resolved, That we most heartily commend this object to those whom God has 
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spirits in the denomination to make subscriptions to this Endowment 
Fund, which, when raised, will but partially sustain the schools, yet 
will lighten the present load and give permanence to this work. 
Inasmuch as many of our denominational institutions now have fair 
endowments, ranging from $200,000 to $500,000 each, it seems fitting 
that attention should be given to the wants of a people who have not 
agcumulated in the sixteen years of their liberties the means wherewith 
to maintain or endow these schools, and who of all people on earth 
deserve our aid in this matter. 


Day-schools for the Freedmen in the Indian Territory have been car- 
ried on as previously by government aid. The Creek Nation has madea 
grant from its school funds of $3,000 for the purchase or erection of 
suitable buildings for the education of the colored children in the 
nation, and we have been requested and have consented to take 
general management of the same. 


prospered, and who would invest some oftheir wealth where it is greatly needed, 
and where it will be productive in the highest and the broadest sense for human- 
ity and for God. 


FORM OF SUBSCRIPTION. $ 


Whereas, The American Baptist Home Mission Society recommends the estab- 
lishment of an Endowment Fund, for the support of teachers in the Freedmen 
schools founded or fostered by this Society ; and, 


Whereas, We, who have subscribed our names hereto, do by that act declare 
our approval of said measure, as well as the plan of the immediate and the con- 
tingent administration of said Fund, and our, desire and request that the said 
Society, through its Executive Board, should take upon itself the burden and the 
expense of securing additions to this Fund, until it shall amount to at least 
$200,000 ; and, 


Whereas, The said Society, in consideration of said request and of the import- 
ance and necessity of the work, has taken upon itself the burden and expense of 
procuring subscriptions to said Fund, and of collecting, investing and adminis- 
tering the same ; 


Now, therefore, We, the subscribers, in consideration of the premises, do 
hereby agree to and with the American Baptist Home Mission Society, and with 
each other, to pay to the Treasurer of said Society for the time being, for the 
purposes of said Endowment Fund, the sums set opposite to our names respect- 
ively, the same to be paid in three equal annual instalments, unless otherwise 
specified by us in writing at the time of our several subscriptions, in which case 
we agree to pay the same as thus specified. 
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Dr. Marston has devoted his time principally to holding Biblical 
Institutes for pastors and deacons as hitherto. The field, however, is 
too large to be properly worked by one man. After careful considera- 
tion of the subject and consultation with Dr. Marston and the Presi- 
dents of our schools, the Board, in January, decided upon a plan for 
the thorough reorganization of our Southern work.* By this plan 
more Institutes can be held each year than under the former arrang@ 
ment; the bonds between the schools and their supporters will be 
strengthened, and missionary service of great value will be rendered. 


“1. That the Principal of each Freedmen School, aided by the A. B. H. M. So- 
ciety, be requested to arrange for not less than six ‘‘ Biblical Institutes,’’ in each 
long summer vacation, for the instruction of pastors and deacons of colored 
churches, as follows : Professor King, in the district including Maryland, Dela- 
ware, District of Columbia, Northern Virginia and Northern West Virginia ; Pro- 
fessor Corey, in Southern Virginia and Southern West Virginia; Professor Tupper, 
in North Carolina ; Professor Goodspeed, in South Carolina ; Professor Roberts, 
in Georgia ; Professor Fish, in Florida and Southern Georgia ; Professor Axtell, 
in Southern Louisiana and Southern Mississippi; Professor Ayer, in Central and 
Northern Mississippi, and the river district of Louisiana ; Professor Woodsmall, 
in Alabama; Professor Phillips, in Tennessee and Kentucky; and that necessary 
traveling and incidental expenses incurred by each Principal and his associates 
in this work be paid by the Board, when not met by contributions from those in 
attendance at said Institutes. 

2. That Rev. S. W. Marston, D. D., be appointed to hold ‘ Biblical Institutes” 
and to work up the Marshall School enterprise, in the district embracing Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, Western Louisiana, Texas and the Indian Territory. 

3. That immediate steps be taken to secure the codperation of Baptist State 
Conventions in the principal Southern States, for the appointment and support 
of a general missionary among the colored people of each State or the Districts 
aforesaid, whose duties shall be: 

(1.) To cooperate with the Principals of the schools in arranging for and hold- 
ing Biblical-Institutes. ”’ 

(2.) To do missionary work in destitute localities—by preaching, organizing 
churches and Sunday-schools, and religious visitation. 

(3.) To attend Associations and Conventions specially for the purpose of repre- 
senting the educational and missionary work of the Society, 

(4.) To secure collections for this work. 

(5.) To seek ont promising young men for the schools. 

(6.) To attend, when practicable, councils for ordination. 

(7.) To assist in introducing graduates of schools to churches with a view to 
settlement as pastors. 


(8.) To keep the Corresponding Secretary advised of matters of interest in the 
State. | 
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The plan has the hearty endorsement of the heads of the schools, 
even though additional burdens are thus laid upon them. It is also 
received with favor by the people. The first to cooperate with us 
under this plan was the Mississippi Baptist Convention (white), Rev. 
A. H. Booth being General Missionary for that State and Eastern 
Louisiana. The Florida State Convention (colored), cooperates in 
suggaining Rev. Jno. N. Stokes as General Missionary for that State 
and Southern Georgia. The Virginia State Convention (colored), 
has also heartily entered into cooperation with us for the support of 
general missionaries in the districts tributary to Richmond Institute 
and Wayland Seminary, Rev. W. B. Johnson being already appointed 
for the latter field. Rev. N. F. Roberts has been appointed for North 
Carolina, and other arrangements are in progress. Many Conventions 
meet late in the season, when their formal cooperation is expected. 
Thus our work for the Freedmen receives a new impetus. While 
the immediate expense may be somewhat increased, the ultimate 
economy of this plan will appear through the development of the 
resources of the field. | 

Peculiar significance attaches to this department of our work when 
we reflect that the ratio of increase in the colored population of the 
South is greater than that among the whites—that from 5,000,000 ten 
years ago they have now become 6,500,000, and that in A. D. 1900, 
twenty years hence, at the same rate of increase, they will number 
about 12,000,000. So to plan now that we may hold and mould that 
coming mass for Christ requires the wisdom and foresight that God 
alone can give. 


WESTERN MISSIONS. 


Particular attention has been given to the strengthening of our in- 
terests in the older mission fields, and in occupying new fields in the 
West. We have entered into cooperation with the Conventions of 
Wisconsin, California and the North Pacific Coast, including Oregon, 
Washington Territory, Idaho and British Columbia. The whole num- 
ber of cooperating Western Conventions is eight. Within the bor- 
ders of each a general missionary has been appointed,.as also one for 
Colorado and Wyoming and Northern New Mexico ; one for Southern 
New Mexico ; one for lower Dakota, and another for upper Dakota 
and the Northern Pacific Railroad ; while in Arizona, Utah and Mon- 
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tana, local missionaries at central points have general superintendence 
of large adjacent districts. 


The missionary force to our American population has been increased 
from 158 last year to 209 this year. It has been very painful to be com- 
pelled to refuse aid to many who needed it, who are doing excellent 
work on new fields, the story of whose trials and self-denials are most 
touching. It has been painful to be unable to occupy important pagnts 
when pre-occupation would have been invaluable to our interests. It 
has been painful to make so small appropriations to missionaries, 
that their families, by practicing the most rigid economy, could 
barely subsist thereon. The fact is, that the salaries of our home 
missionaries are entirely inadequate to enable these men to do the 
most effective service ; too small often to secure the men whom we 
want most in these fields, where master-workmen are needed for that 
foundation work on which the religious superstructure of the future 
is to rest. The best men obtainable are not too good for this service. 
Western Conventions, and the missionaries themselves, have appealed 
for larger appropriations. To these appeals we can only respond : 
that with a given amount to expend for missionary service, but two 
courses are open—either to appoint a small number of missionaries 
on liberal salaries, or a larger number at most moderate salaries. By 
the latter method, while we occupy more fields, we cannot secure the 
most efficient service, nor the talent that would otherwise enter the 
service. By the former method, while we make strong a few points, 
many others, for lack of a little assistance, receive no attention what- 
ever. The only solution is in largely increased contributions for 
home missions. What is worth doing at all is worth doing well. To 
do this work well requires larger outlays of talent and of means than 
have been made during the last decade, and such outlay is practica- 


ble by a denomination with the numbers and the wealth of the Bap- 
tists of this land. 


Our present strength in the older States of the West is largely due 
to the timely tillage of these fields in their early settlement, as in the 
State of Indiana, at whose capital, where we meet on this occasion, 
Ezra Fisher, in 1833, preached as a missionary of this Society, and 
throughout whose borders our missionaries have proclaimed the Gos- 
pel at 414 regular preaching stations and 197 outstations. They who 
have freely received and have thereby become influential, are now 
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called upon to freely give, that what "has been here may be repeated 
in the farther West. 


The rapidity with which the West is filling up, the unparalleled 
activity in railroad enterprises, admonish us that ordinary giving and 
ordinary measures will not avail for an extraordinary time like this 
The enterprise, the energy, the vitality of the old world and of 
the new are pouring into those vast western regions. Our mis- 
sionaries should be everywhere to meet and greet them. The 
dram-shop and the gambling-house should not be opened months 
or years before a place of worship is opened, or before a mis- 
sionary is sent to the growing town. Satanic enterprise should 
be matched by Christian enterprise. If young men especially, 
and others as well, ever need religious surroundings, it is when 
they first go as strangers to their new homes in the West. In 
some instances we have had the joy of starting our work with the be- 
ginnings of settlements. To do this more generally will be our en- 
deavor just as rapidly as contributions for the work enable us to 
put pioneer missionaries in the field, with a prospect that the churches 
they gather will not be left shepherdless after their organization. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


In the development of churches in the West, as in the East, it is 
important that particular attention be given to the Sunday-school. 
An interesting Sunday-school, supplied with proper lesson-helps and 
papers, is indispensable to the highest success in securing congrega- 
tions and gathering material for the church in coming days. The 
missionaries of the Society, therefore, devote much attention to this 
work among the young, both at their churches and outstations. They 
report 554 schools, with an attendance of 29,090 pupils. It is 
very often true, however, that in new localities, where money is 
scarce, our feeble churches, after doing their utmost for their pastor’s 
support, are unable to raise means wherewith to maintain a prosper- 
ous Sunday-school. This is the weak place in our frontier missions. 
The Society has not means for grants to these schools, except as con- 
tributions are sent to us designated for that purpose. During the 
year, from individuals and from schools, frequent contributions have 
been received for Sunday-school work on our mission fields. This 


as been very cheering and helpful. It is fitting that Sunday-schools, 
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should thus be trained to remember those who are unprovided with 
the privileges they enjoy. Their offerings are. therefore solicited. 


RELIGIOUS LITERATURE. 


Hand in hand with the living teacher in missionary fields should 
go religious literature. A union of these agencies is far more effect- 
ive than either singly. The missionary who, after his personal inter- 
' views, can leave for thoughtful perusal an appropriate book or tract, 
following that in time with other interviews and other works, has a 
great advantage over him who has not these helps. Thus also are 
the people educated and indoctrinated in our views of truth. The 
missionaries and teachers of the Society usually labor among those 
who have little religious literature, and are unable to procure it.: 
They are, therefore, in a position for the judicious distribution of 
what is placed at their disposal. For this purpose, during the year, 
Hon. Wm. Bucknell of Philadelphia, has placed to our credit in the 
Publication Society, $1,000 ; Smith Sheldon, Esq., of New York, has 
made large contributions of school-books, bibles and religious litera- 
ture for the Freedmen ; while from Rev. Emerson Andrews, Prof. 
Norman Fox, 8. 8. Cutting, D.D., and others, similar gifts have been 
received. Ministers and others who propose to make some benevo- 
lent disposition of their libraries, in part or wholly, are invited to 
consider the need of libraries in the schools for the Freedmen, and 
how great a help a few books would be to the students who go forth 
to preach. If for the missionaries of the Society arrangements could 
be made whereby they should receive regular supplies of religious 
literature as their fields require, the gain to them and to their work 
would be great. 

7 MEXICO. | 

Our work in Mexico, begun in 1869, was suspended in 1876, owing 
mainly to the disorganized condition of things in that country, and 
the consequent hindrance to religious efforts. Several Baptist 
churches survive, and ask our cooperation in prosecution of mission- 
ary work there. The Board has already appointed a suitable man to 
this field. 

This reopening of our Mexican Mission must be regarded with 
great interest at this time when Mexico, invaded by American enter- 
prise and capital, threaded by new and projected railway lines of 
great extent, is awaking to a new career. A temporal revolution is 
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in progress there. The great need isa religious revolution. The 
castles of ecclesiastical tyranny, ignorance and superstition need for 
their complete demolition, Baptist ideas of religious liberty, of a demo- 
cratic church, of believers’ baptism, of the supreme authority of 
God’s Word. The population of Mexico is about 9,000,000, many of 
whom are but little better than pagans. The proximity and the re- 
lations of that land to our own, together with this eventful period of 
its history, call upon us to engage most earnestly in efforts for its 
evangelization. If we should expend $10,000 for missions in Mexico, 
it would be far less than some other religious societies are doing, and 
far less than duty to these benighted millions demands. 


CHURCH EDIFICE DEPARTMENT. 

A new departure in our Church Edifice Work has been inaugu- 
rated during the year. In accordance with instructions of the Society 
at its last meeting, the Board proceeded to ascertain what change, 
if any, could be made in the administration of the established Loan 
Fund. The questions involved were submitted to able legal advis- 
ers, who rendered the opinion that neither the Society nor the Legis- 
lature can intervene to alter the terms of the original agreement, and 
without consent of the donors make them parties to a new agree- 
ment. The consent of the original contributors, however, was re- 
garded sufficient for the release of their gifts from the terms of the 
Loan Fund, and for the transfer of the same to the Benevolent 
Department of Church Edifice Work. 

Before this decision was rendered a plan for the Benevolent 
Department of this Fund had been matured and adopted. 
This plan is herewith appended.* The Board then conferred 


*GENERAL RULES FOR THE BENEVOLENT DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH EDIFICE FUND OF THE 
AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY. 

1. The funds of this Department shall be given only to aid in the erection or 
purchase of church edifices of moderate cost. 

2. As a general rule, $500 shall be the limit of appropriation to any church, 
and no application for aid from a church costing more than $10,000 will be en- 
tertained. 

3. All grants to be made on condition that at least twice the amount be secured 
from the community in which the church edifice is to be erected. 

4. Every church thus aided must be legally incorporated, and furnish an 
Abstract of Title, with official searches, showing that the church or corporation 
has on record a good title to, and owns in fee simple and unencumbered, the lot 
on which the church edifice is located. 
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with the principal surviving contributors to the Loan Fund 
to procure their consent to the transfer of their gifts to 
the Benevolent Fund—the principal to be invested and the 
income applied in gifts to churches requiring aid for erection of 
edifices, in accordance with the plan adopted. The responses so far 
have liberated $81,727 of the old Fund for the new Fund. It is ex- 
pected that about $100,000 will be secured, leaving over $100,000 for 
the Loan Fund—an amount, with accretions that the Fund will re- 
ceive, sufficient to meet the demands in this direction. 

The number of churches to which loans have been granted during 
the year is 14. The number that have fully paid their indebtedness 
to the Fund is 27. The number having loans from the Fund is 198. 
Commendable interest has been shown in many quarters in paying 


5. Every application for aid must proceed from the body which has title to the 
property and manages the business affairs of the church, according to the laws 


‘of the State in which the church is located. 


6. Such application shall state that the applicants have done all in their power, 
and that nothing less than the amount asked will complete or purchase the 
house of worship. 

7. The grant shall not be paid until the Executive Board has satisfactory evi- 
dence that the sum will complete the house and leave the property and congre- 
gation free of all indebtedness, except in special cases where a small loan also 
has been obtained from the Church Edifice Fund. 

8. The church aided shall furnish a conditional mortgage on the property for 
the return of the amount granted, with lawful interest thereon from its date, in 
case the property shall ever cease to be used for the purposes of a regular Baptist 
Church, or be alienated from the Baptist denomination. Printed forms of such 
mortgage will be furnished by the Society. ) 

9. The church shall, without cost to the Society, keep the house insured for an 
amount at least equal to the grant, with loss, if any, payable to the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society. 

10, Every church receiving a grant shall pledge itself to send an annual con- 
tribution regularly to the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 

11. Every application shall be approved, when practicable, by the General 
Missionary, or the Board of the State Convention, which includes the church. 

12. These rules may be modified as may be deemed best by the Executive 
Board, provided only that the general principles of the plan be preserved. 

SUBSCRIPTION. 

Wuereas, The American Baptist Home Mission Society, through its Executive 
Board duly empowered for the purpose, has matured and adopted a plan for 
assisting deserving churches on its missionary field, to procure or to erect suita- 
ble houses of worship unencumbered with debt, and at the same time, by said 
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long-standing obligations to this Fund. Butit is more and more evi- 
dent that while for a few cases the loan system answers a good pur- 
pose, it is not the thing for the mass of our missionary churches. 
Money is not loaned to mission churches for the support of their 
pastors, why should it be loaned to them for the erection of a house, 
without which the labors of a missionary are comparatively ineffective 
so far as tangible results are concerned ? 

Careful inquiry discloses the fact that in the missionary fields of 
the Society, chiefly west of the Mississipi, there are quite 800 house- 
less churches, while among the Freedmen and the Indians it is 
estimated that there are at least 500 more—1,300 houseless Baptist 
churches in our land! Statistics show that in our mission fields 
new churches arise on an average of one for every week in the year, 
so that in five years some 250 churches needing edifices will be 
added to the list. Fifteen hundred houseless churches to be sheltered 
in the next five years! Three hundred per year! Can it be done? 
A few of these will build without aid. Some of the feeblest will 
ultimately merge with other interests. But, after deducting these, it 
is clear that the erection of 150 to 200 church edifices annually for 
the next five years is the very least that should be attempted. To 
do this about $75,000 annually will be required. This is less than 


plan, secures the amounts thus granted for the perpetual use of the Baptist 
Denomination; and for the said object has established the Benevolent Department 
of the Church Edifice Fund of the American Baptist Home Mission Society ; 


Anp Wuereas, We, who have subscribed our names hereto, do, by that act, 
declare our approval of said plan, and our desire and request that the said 
Society should greatly enlarge its work in this direction, and should take upon 
itself the burden and expense of procuring subscriptions for this object, and 
of collecting and managing the same ; 

Any Wuenreas, The said Society, in consideration of said request, and of “the 
importance and necessity of the work, has assumed said responsibility ; 


Now, THererore, We, the subscribers, in consideration of the premises, do 
hereby agree to and with the American Baptist Home Mission Society, and with 
each other, to pay to the Trehsurer of said Society for the time being, to be used 
for the objects of said Benevolent Fund, the sums set opposite to our names 
respectively—the principal thereof to be appropriated directly to this work 
unless otherwise indicated by us in the subscription, and to be paid in two equal 
annual instalments, unless otherwise specified by us in writing at the time of 
our several subscriptions, in which case we agree to pay the same as thus 
specified. 
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other leading denominations are expending and proposing to expend 
in the same work. 

For this purpose the new Fund already referred to will yield an in- 
come of about $5,000. Unless large contributions are received, this 
essential work must languish, and we shall lose opportunities as a 
denomination never to be recovered ; we shall lose the people who 
would naturally compose our congregations, but who identify them- 
selves with congregations of other denominations worshipping in their 
own edifices ; we shall lose the Sunday-school children, and so the 
men and the women of the future; while the struggling churches 
will lose the inspiration and hope which spring from a good house of 
worship. A houseless church has a hard career. To assist churches 
in erecting houses of worship is to make them sooner an established 
fact, and to diminish the time and amount of missionary aid for the 
support of their pastors. Having meeting-houses to begin with, 
churches come to self-support in far less time than without houses, 
while their efficiency is greatly increased. 

It is evident that great stress must be laid upon this feature of our 
work, and special measures be adopted to secure the requisite funds. 
With gratitude we mention the pledges of $15,000 from Jno. H. 
Deane, Esq., and $5,000 from Mrs. C. C. Bishop, of New York, for 
the Benevolent Fund, the whole amount to be used the present year. 
Smaller sums have been received from other sources. This enabled 
the Board, in February, to apportion $25,000 for the erection of 
church edifices in the West. It gave new inspiration to our work in 
that region. But this is barely half the sum needed for this year’s 
operations; and what of the continuance of the work? The ques- 
tion is respectfully submitted to the Society, and its decision re- 
quested, whether a special solicitor shall not be placed in the field 
to obtain the means we need. Inasmuch as our churches generally 
may not be disposed to make special contributions for this object, 
(although among some other denominations it has a stated place in 
the plan of benevolence,) the labors of a splicitor would necessarily 
be largely with individuals. The District Secretaries cannot effi- 
ciently add this specialty to their present work which crowds them 


_ tothe utmost. Within the next five or six years $500,000 will be re- 


quired for this purpose. | 
The utmost possible care is taken in making appropriations from 


| 


1881. | ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. 63 


this Fund. Our plan of cooperation with Western State Conventions 
now includes in the duties of their several Boards the supervision of 
Church Edifice Work. Our appropriations are made chiefly upon 
recommendations of these Boards, or a proper committee thereof, 
who understand the whole field, and can best determine what appli- 
cations are most urgent or important. This system, together with an 
equitable apportionment to each section, insures a wise and fair dis- 
tribution of the Fund. In Territories where no Convention exists, 
the endorsement of the General Missionary or some judicious pas- 
tors is obtained before the grant is made. It is believed that the mode 
of dispensing these gifts was never so good as now. 

To assist churches in securing the most tasteful, convenient and 
commodious houses practicable for the money, the Board invited 
architects to furnish designs for houses costing respectively $1,500, 
$2,500 and $5,000, from which the best and three second-best 
designs were to be selected. The sum of $520 for these awards 
was the gift of Mr. Deane. The six designs adopted have been 
photo-lithographed and published in the Home Mission Monthly, and 
distributed to the Boards of Conventions. Arrangements are made 
with the architects whereby working drawings and specifications, 
with bill of quantities and estimates are furnished to churches 
adopting these plans, at greatly reduced rates. This new feature of 
our Church Edifice Work cannot fail to be of great value in con- 
structing the many new houses soon to be erected. 


A HOME MISSION REVIVAL. 


Evidence accumulates of a growing interest in Home Missions. 
More churches have contributed than informer years. As a rule, their 
contributions have been larger. The District Secretaries find a hearty 
welcome from congregations who listen eagerly to their statements. 
Information about the work is continually called for. This has been 
furnished through the Home Mission Monthly which has a steadily 
increasing circulation, and many copies of which are gratuitously dis- 
tributed ; also through special leaflets, and through the denomina- 
tional papers, which have kindly tendered their columns for the infor- 
mation more and more desired by their readers. Ministers in the 
Eastern States and young men in Theological Seminaries are offering 
themselves for service in the West, almost beyond our ability to send 
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them. The monthly concert of prayer for missions, in many churches, 
includes regularly our own missions in North America. This is in ac- 
cordance with the original idea of such meetings—prayer for missions 
throughout the world. To leave out from these concerts of prayer 
the needs of our own land would be unnatural and wrong. 

These quickened pulsations of Christian hearts we regard as of Divine 
origin, and a preparation for the impending religious struggle between 
the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness throughout the 
world—a struggle in which America must necessarily bear a leading 


part. 


THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


“ How is it that ye do not discern this time ?” were our Lord’s re- 
proving words to the dull men of old. Do we discern the signs of this 
time in which we live, so far as relates to God’s work in America ? 
What of the marvellous activity throughout the land? What of the 
strengthening of our material resources? What of the inflow of capi- 
tal from the old world? Are they not hints of grander spiritual enter- 
prises near at hand, for the prosecution of which these treasures shall 
furnish the material supplies? What of the hundreds of thousands 
coming hither annually, and of the millions attracted to America as 
by some mysterious and mighty magnet ? Last year, 457,257 immi- 
grants arrived from the old world. This year, thus far, shows an in- 
crease of 33 per cent., indicating an influx of 600,000 souls in 1881. 
Among the arrivals at the port of New York during the past four 
months, twenty nationalities were represented. 

Men out of every nation under Heaven are gathering here as they 
were gathered in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. God’s hand was 
in that—is not His hand in this also? Is it not His purpose that in 
this land, preeminent for its Gospel privileges, they shall hear through 
our missionaries, in their own tongues, the old story of the wonderful 
works of God for human redemption, as they never heard it before ? 
Is there not approaching a pentecostal manifestation of the Spirit's 
power, with its great ingathering that shall thrill the world and fill 
Heaven with rejoicing? For the bestowal- of this blessing and for a 
fresh anointing that shall fit us for our mission, that shall bring with 
it a new consecration of our persons and our possessions, and enable 
usto make the most of these rare opportunities, American Christians, 
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with one accord, should make supplication to Him, whose we are and 
whose glory we seek. 

The ripening processes of God's providences are hastening, bidding 
us hasten, too. These vast home mission fields, with a population, 
including foreigners, Freedmen, Indians, Mexicans and the frontier 
settlements, amounting to some 24,000,000, are white unto the 
harvest. 

Does evil pour into our borders at a fearful rate, as the discontented 
and anarchical elements of the old world add their turbid currents to 
the infidelity here abounding? “ When the enemy shall come in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” 
Even so there is hope. But along with the evil comes a larger ele- 
ment of quiet, temperate, industrious, intelligent people, many of 
whom are dissatisfied with ecclesiastical systems sustained by secular 
power, and regard with interest the spirituality of our voluntary re- 
ligious organizations. Our time with them is now. The Freedmen, 
swiftly advancing toward their higher goal, are the most receptive 
people God ever gave to His church to fashion for Himself. They 
will not always be thus. Our time with them is now. The Indian 
problem approaches its solution, and with it dawns the new day of 
the restoration of the Indian’s confidence in his white brother—in all 
of which we see a preparation for the readier reception of the Gospel. 
Our time with them is now. In Mexico the spirit of inquiry is abroad. 
Our time there is now. Throughout our frontiers, where popula- 
tion increased during the last decade from 60 to 368 per cent., where 
souls are straying as sheep without a shepherd, and where the type of 
the giant forces of the future is to be determined by what Christians 
do, or fail to do to-day, our time is now--now or never. Do we not 
hear God saying in trumpet tones: “ ENLARGE THE PLACE OF THY TENT! 
SPARE NOT! LENGTHEN THY CORDS AND STRENGTHEN THY STAKES! FOR THOU 
SHALL BREAK FORTH ON THE RIGHT HAND AND THE LEFT. May God 
give us understanding of the times to know what we ought to do. 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF THE SOCIETY. 


The next anniversary of the Society, in 1882, will complete a half 
century of its existence. A representative gathering from all 
sections of the country in which this Society has prosecuted 
its work during the last fifty years, to review what has been 
wrought, and to deliberate concerning what is yet to be done, 


iG 

4 
if 
4 
4 
| 
| 

q 
ab 


66 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. (1881. 


would be a fitting feature of the occasion, and it is recommended 
that measures be taken to secure such a meeting. And inasmuch 
as the city of New York was the birthplace of the Society, 
it is suggested that its jubilee be celebrated there, and that the gen- 
eral invitation from the churches of New York city and vicinity be 
accepted by the Society. 

The occasion should be a red-letter day in the history of Home 
Missions. With a half century’s work behind us and a half 
century's work ahead, the meeting in 1882 should be the grandest 
of any in our history. The exigencies of the hour call loudly 
for an uprising of American Baptists for the establishment of 
righteousness in our land. An offering worthy of the occasion, 
worthy of the denomination, and somewhat adequate to the demands 
of the work, should be made on or before that meeting, as a crowning 
act of Christian consecratién for the conquest of North America 
for Christ. The very lowest amount to be thought of and aimed at is 
FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. [Every dollar of this is needed. 
We should have $150,000 for enlarged missionary operations ; 
$50,000 for educational work among the Freedmen and the Indians ; 
$50,000 for additional buildings to properly accommodate teachers 
and pupils ; $150,000 for Church Edifice work this year and the 
year to come ; and at least $100,000 secured on Endowment Fund 
for Freedmen’s schools. We can easily do this if we will. Many of 
our leading educational institutions having been well endowed, is it 
not the next great duty of American Baptists to devote their atten- 
tion and their means to the upbuilding of our cause where aid is 
most needed? Home Missions underlie all Christian institutions 
and enterprises. Out of Home Missions spring, as facts show, Acade- 
mies, Colleges and Theological Seminaries, and a constituency to 
maintain them. A vigorous prosecution of Home Missions eventuates 
in vigorous educational institutions, and a vigorous denominational 
life generally. For these reasons the work of the Society appeals 
powerfully to the support of the Baptists of the land, and the re- 
sponse in 1882 ought to be equal to the sum mentioned. And so 
the year will be indeed to our mission work in North America a 
year of JUBILEE. 

S. S. CONSTANT, 
H. L. MOREHOUSE, Chairman of Executive Board. 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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STUDENTS. 


| Studying | 
onver- 
Male. | Female TOTAL. | for sions. 


Ministry. 


Wasuinoton, D. C. 


President—Rev. G. M. P. King...... re 
Assistants—Prof. James Storum........ 
Miss E. C. Sanders......... | 
Ernest King............... 90 % | 116 39 | 


RICHMOND INSTITUTE. 
Ricumonp, Va. 


President—Rev. Chas. H. Corey........ 

Assistants—Prof. Joseph E. Jones. ..... 

Miss Josephine J. Turpin..| 94 | 


SHAW UNIVERSITY | 
N. C. | 


President—Rev. H. M. Tupper......... | 
Assistants —Prof. F. A. Spafford........ 
Miss Martha Powell........ 
Lizzie 8. 

Anna B. Rhedes.. | 

‘* Cora B. Person....... | 
‘* Leonora T. Jackson...) 193 


BENEDICT INSTITUTE. 
Cotumsi, 8. C. 


President—Rev. E. J. Goodspeed, D.D. . 
Prof. Samuel H. Baker ..... | 
Mrs. A. L. Farr..... covces| 

Miss Fanny Goodspeed. . 
‘© Marvy Simms.......... 126 ' 106 | 232 43 4 


WAYLAND SEMINARY. | 
| 
| 


133 | 326 18 
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ATLANTA SEMINARY, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
President—-Rev. J. T. Robert, LL.D..... 
Assistants—‘** D. Shaver, D.D........ 
Prof. Wm. R. Raymond.... 
Mr. William E. Holmes.... 


NASHVILLE INSTITUTE, 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 
President—Rev. D. W. Phillips, D.D... 
Assistants— ‘‘ Lyman B. Tefft........ 
Miss Carrie V. Dyer....... 

“ Elizabeth R. George.. 
‘* Maria E. Herrick..... 
‘* Margaret R. Smith.... 
Alice R. Phillips. .... 


NATCHEZ SEMINARY, 
NatcHez, MIssIssiprt. 
President—Rev. Chas. Ayer...... 
Assistanis— 

Bare. ©. Ager. . 
LELAND UNIVERSITY, 
New ORLEANS, 
President—Rev. S. J. Axtell............ 


Mr.;E. W. Warren........ 


FLORIDA INSTITUTE, 
Lave Oak, Fua. 
President—Rev. J. L. A. Fish.......... 
Assistant—Mrs. Ada B. Fish........... 


SELMA SCHOOL, 
Seuma, Ana. 
President—Rev. H. Woodsmall 
Assistanis—Prof. E. H. Rishel........ 
M. W. Alston..... ; 


INDIAN UNIVERSITY, 
TaniequaH, Inv. Ter. 
President—Prof. A. C. Bacone 
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STUDENTS. 


72 


160 
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52 


TOTAL. 
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Miss E. E. Jordan.......... | 
Mrs. L. N. Stone......... | | | 
Miss C.C. Simmonds...... 97 56 | 30 99 ° 
— | | | 
| | 
| | : | 
Sor | | | | 
Assistant—Miss Carrie V. Armstrong. . 29 | 28 57 4 
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LEGACIES 


RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR ENDING WITH MARCH 31, 1881. 


1880. 
April.—Mrs. Rebecca Walker, Dexter, Mich., Geo. C. Page, Executor. $100 00 
May.—Kev. T. B. Robinson, Searsmont, Me........................ 1,000 00 


Mary Thayer, Randolph, Mass., in part, Seth Mann, Executor 10 00 
Miss Mann, Foxboro’, Mass., per O. Carey, for Freedmen’s 


Interest on Legacy of Polly Mitchell, Manchester, N. Y., per 
Henry Alger, Brockport, Ohio, per Hon. J. P. Bishop......... 156 25 
Rev. Rufus Freeman, Seville, Ohio, for Freedmen’s Fund..... 500 00 
Rev. W. McD. Potter, Denver, Col., in addition............... 3,725 46 
June.—-Eleanor 8. Longstreet, Holmdel, N. J., Jonathan Longstreet, 
Miss Sarah Jane Ogden, Greenwich, 22 00 
July.—Interest on Estate of Jno. Wood, per Rev. A. P. Mason, D. D., 
Semi-anuual interest on Bequest of Jno. Edwards, South- : 
Fanny Prior, Westfield, N. J., J. Warren Brown, Executor. . 100 00 
Interest o1 Legacy of J. P. Rexford, Nashville, Tenn., for 
Hannah J. Davis, Allegan, Mich., in part, per Hon. H. C. 
Eriggs, for Church Edifice Fund......................00-. 35 00 
Deacon Jno. Reider, Mill Creek, Ohio, in part................ 250 00 
Sophronia L. Steer, Kendallville, Ind., J. R. Bunyan, Admin- 
Rev. W. McD. Potter, Denver, Col., in addition.............. 1,127 50 
August.-——Annuity of Polly Browning, Uncasville, Conn., Geo. D. 
Interest on Bequest of Joanna Barrett, Putnam, Conn., per J. 
Rev. W. McD. Potter, Denver, Col., in addition.............. 279 61 
September.—Friend Crane, Canton, Mass., per Ellis Ames........... 650 00 
Mrs. Davis, Clarion Association, Pa...... . . .............-. 95 00 


Harriet S. Mack, Magnolia, Del............ 50 00 
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86 LEGACIES. 
1880, 
September.--Mary Ann Denike, Ypsilanti, Mich., per H. C. Briggs, 
October.—Rev. Jno. Blain, Mansfield, Mess., in part, E. Nickerson, 
Mrs. Abba Lawrence Young, Worcester, Mass., P. Young, Ex- 
ecutor, $500 of which is for Nashville Institute............. 
Rev. W. McD. Potter, Denver, Col., in addition ............. 
November.—Interest on Bequest of J. P. Skinner, Windsor, Vt., per 


Miss Susan Cross, Salem, Mass., G. L. Streeter, Adzeiniotentor. 
Mrs. Rebecca W. Hall, South Abington, Mass., Warren Hall, 
Interest on Bequest of Eva V. Clute, Schenectady, N.Y 
Rev. W. McD. Potter, Denver, Col., in addition... ........... 
December.—Interest on Legacy of Jno. Edwards, Southbridge, Mass.. 
Mrs. Betsey Hoit, Buffalo, N. Y., in addition................. 
Sarah J. Sheldon, Philadelphia, Pa 
Mary Ann Denike, Ypsilanti, 
Church Edifice Fund 


Mich., per H. C. ‘Briggs, for 


1881. 


January.—Mrs. Lydia G. Giles, Salem, Mass., Cyrus Story, Executor, 
in addition 


Interest on Estate of Jno. Woods, Rev. A. P. Mason, D. D., 
Trustee 


Interest on Legacy of Susanna Stone, Fitchburg, Mass. L. H. 

Annuity of Polly Browning, Uncasville, Conn.... 
Miss Susan Farnham, Clinton, Conn. ............... ....... 
Mary A. Bagley, Millerton, N. Y., G. W. Bagley, Administrator 
Interest on Legacy of Polly Mitchell, Manchester, N. Y........ 


Leonard Matteson, South Hartwick, N. Y., Amos. Matteson, 
Executor 


I. D. Avery, Plymouth, N. Y., per Hiram Frink, in addition. . 
C. R. Cowell, Newark, N. J., C. E. Cowell, Executor..... .... 


Interest on Legacy of J. P. Rexford, Nashville, Tenn., for 
Nashville Institute 
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February.—C. R. Cowell, Newark, N.J., C. E. Cowell, Executor, in 
addition 
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Mrs. Mary A. Denike, Ypsilanti, Mich., for Church Edifice 


(1881. 


260 00 


$500 00 


1,500 00 


137 34 


14 10 


1,326 49 


100 00 
17 50 
10 00 

451 45 
26 25 
77 18 

200 00 


950 79 


649 78 


1,500 00 


51 33 


81 00 
6 00 
25 00 
10 00 
5 90 


200 00 
50 00 
150 00 
27 00 
60 00 
950 00 
38 00 


99 75 


Rev. Jno. Blain, Mansfield, Mass, in addition................ [x 
James M. Linnard, Philadelphia, Pa... .................. . 
Seth Mitchell, Montrose. P 


1881. | LEGACIES, 87 
March.—-Mrs. Susan Anderson, Concord, N. H., E. E. Cummings, 

Esther Grandy, Panton, Vt., E. G. Stagg, Executor .......... 283 00 
Interest on Legacy of Benj. Porter, Danversport, Mass., Chas. 

Jno. Putnam, Boston, Mass., Wm. M. and Samuel Putnam, 

S. C. Demorest, Boston, Mass., Tirrell, Rxecator, for the 

Freedmen’s Fund, $5,000; for the Church Edifice Fund, 

Mercie P. Blake, Chicopee Falls, Mass., for Church Edifice 

Sarah K. Gage, Methuen, Mase., Geo. W. Gage, Exécutor..... 800 00 
Mrs. Lomira F. Cheever, Westborough, Mass., D. H. Brigham, 

Lyman Clark, Castile, N. Y., per N. H. Clark................. 885 00 
Mrs. Mary E. Paddon, Utica, N. Y., John Thorn, Executor. ... 122 47 
Alvah W. Little, Greenwich, N. Y., per Rev. J. O. Mason...... 74 80 
Mrs. Catharine Coon Bush, Medina, N. Y., Miss Mary E. Coon, 

Friend Lasher, Amenia, N. Y., Rev. A. K. Parker, Executor. . 125 00 
Mrs. Mary A. Denike, Ypsilanti, Mich., for Church Edifice 

Mrs. Marietta Eldridge, Anrora, Ohio, W. T. Eldridge, Execu 

Rev. Ezra Going, Granville, Ohio, F. O. Marsh, Executor..... 157 00 
Jno. Reider, Millbrook, Ohio, George Strock, Executor, in 


- 


| 
« 


DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


Oonstituted such During the Year. 


Life Directors. 


Baldwin, O. M., Pana, Til. 
Bowker Geo. M., Fitchburg, Mass., by self. 


Du Bois, Miss Annie E., New York, by her 
father. 


Hartman, Rev. J. W., Pittsburg, Pa., by 
Fourth Ave. Church. 

Herr, Henry H., Canton, Il. 

Huntley, Byron E., Brockport, N. Y., by self. 

Hoblitt, C. D., Canton, Ill. 


Judson, Rev. Edward, North Orange, N. J., 
by the Church. 


Knapp, L. C., Tonica, IL 
Lawrence, William, Canton, Ill. 
Noble, R. W., West Somerset, N. Y., by self. 


Palmer, Rev. J. H., Yates, N. Y., by the 
Church. 


Randall, Rev. N. B., Norristown, Pa., by the 
Church. 

Richardson, I. N., Taylorville, Ill, 

Robinson, Sumner, Tonica, Il. 


Soper, B.J., Malone, N. Y., by the St. Law- 
rence Asso. 

Stewart, Rey. David, Corinna, Me , by self. 

Sweet, A. L., Chicago, Ill. 


Tefft, Rev. Lyman B., Nashville, Tennessee, 
by self. 


Life Members. 


Adams, Mrs. Hannah M., Saxtons River, Vt., 
by the Ist Charch. 


Barden, John C., Middleboro, Mass., by Cen- 
tral Church. 

Baird, Rev. E. C., Monongahela City, Pa., by 
tbe Church. 

Barker, William B., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Bennett, Mrs. Adoniram J., Providence, R. I1., 
by Friendship St. Church. 

Berryman, John, North Orange, N. J., by 
Charles J. Martin. 

Blackburn, Rey. Alexander, Lafayette, Ind., 
by the Church. 

Blaine, Rev. Malnor C., Pittsburgh, Pa., by 
Mt. Washington Church. 

Bliffins, Mary H., Fall River, Mass., by Ist 
Church. 

Bliss, William W., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Strong 
Place Church. 

Blossom, Nancy M., Fall River, Mass., by Ist 
Church. 

Blundell, Charlotte, Providence, R. I., by the 
Friendship St. Church. 

Boardman,Rey. B. G., Hope Valley, R. L, by 
the 24 Hopkinton Church. 

Boice, Ephraim D , Plainfield, N. J., by Samp- 
town Church, 

Bogart, Vincent D.. New York, by Central 
Park Church. 

Bolton, Margaret A., Fall River, Mass., by Ist 
Church. 
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Bosson, Albert D., Chelsea, Mass., by Carey 
Ave. Church. 

Booth, Rev. CU. M., Canton, N. Y., by the St. 
Lawrence Asso. 

Brigham, Dexter M., Springfield, Mass., by 
State St. Church. 

Brown, Mrs. E. F., Ashtabula, Ohio, by her- 
self. 

Broughton, Bradford J., Malone, N. Y., by the 
Church. 

Brush, Thomas C., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Bryden, James, Chelsea, Mass., by Carey Ave. 
Church. 

Burnett, Rev. Hiram, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 

Burns, William G., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Buswell, Ettie, Troy, N. Y., by the Ist 
Church. 

Byram, Wm. Henry, Vineland, N. J., by a 
friend. 


Carey, Alfred, Philadelphia, Pa., by the llth 
Church. 

Church, Nathaniel, North Mansfield, Mass., 
by self. 

Clark, Florello, Mannsville, N. Y., by his 
father. 

Clark, James R., Providence, R. L, by the 
Friendship St. Church. 

Clark, Mrs. Louisa C., Troy, N. Y., by Mrs. 
Samuel Shepard. 

Coffman, J., Dayton, Ohio, by self. 

Coit, Rev. A., Wellsville, N. Y., by the Church. 

Cooke, Rev. John B., Lima, Ohio, by the 
Church. 

Cooke, George, North Orange, by Chas. J. 
Martip. 

Conley, Rev. C. E., Tecumseh, Mich., by the 
Church. 

Cornwell, E. J., Northampton, Mass., by the 
Church. 

Cox, George, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy Ave. 
Church. 

Crofut, Charles H., Danbury, Ct., by the 2d 
Church. 


Dare. Mrs. Amelia M., Greenwich, N. J., by 
the Church. 

Davidson, Rev. 8. C., Aurora, Ind., by the 
Church. 

Davol, Francis M., Fall River, Mass., by list 
Church. 

Davis, Rev. James L., North Orange, N. J., by 
Chas. J. Martin. 


MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 89 


Ditmars, Garrett, Brooklyn, N. ¥., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Downey, Mrs. Mary, Clifton Park, N. Y., by 
the Church. 

Durbrow, William G., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Marcy Ave. Church. 


Earle, Mrs. Julia, Saxtons River, Vt., by the 
lst Church. 


Farnum, Rey. W. L., Owosso, Mich., by the 
Church. 

Farnsworth, Charles, Saxtons River, Vt., by 
the Ist Church. 

Fillmore, Mrs. Millard, Buffalo, N. Y., by self. 

Fisk, John E., Malone, N. Y., by the Church. 

Fosdick, Laura Bell, Lynn, Mass., by L. J. 
Fosdick. 

Fosdick, Ethel Alburta, Lynn, Mass., by L. J. 
Fosdick. 

Foster, Eli F., Springfield, Mass., by State St. 
Church. 

Foster, Prof. J. B., Waterville, Me., by Baptist 
Church. 


Gerrie, James, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy Ave. 
Church. 

Grady, Mrs. John D. W., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Herkimer St. Church. 

Grant, Anson F., Westfield, N. J., by the 
Church. 

Griffin, Mary, Factoryville, Pa., by the 
Church. 


Hale, Prof. E. W., Waterville, Me., by Baptist 
Church. 

Hale, Miss Georgiana M., Providence, R. I., by 

Friendship St. Church. 

Halsey, Miss Stella Lee, Farmer Village, N. Y., 
by Farmer Village Church. 

Hambly James O., Tiverton, R. 1, by Baptist 
Church, 

Hand, Silas W., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Harlow, Mrs. Mary M., Throopsville, N. Y., by 
the Church. 

Harney, John, Chelsea, Mass,, by Carey Ave. 
Church. 

Henry, Thomas G., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Henry, Mrs. 8. E. P., Cavendish, Mass., by 
Cavendish Church. 

Hoffman, Joseph H., Roxboro, Pa., by Church. 

Holbrook, F. M., Gouverneur, N. Y., St. Law- 
rence Asso. 


90 MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 1881. 


Hooper, Charles B., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 


Ives, Jonathan, Elizabeth, N. J., by Ist 
Church. 


Johnson, Henry, Brooklyn, N. Y.. by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Johnson, Isaac, Eagleville, Pa., by self. 

Johnson, Mrs. Milton C., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Herkimer St. Church. 


Kelsay, Miss Eveline D., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
6th Ave. Church. 

Kendal, A. M., Saxtons River, Vt., by the Ist 
Church. 

Kimball, G. F., Xenia, Ohio, by the Church. 

Kirby. Wiiliam, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Kirk, Rev. A. G., Newcastle, Pa. 

Kirkham, Mrs. Sarah E., Newark, N. J. by the 
Church. 


Lansing, Rev. M. B., Cherryville, N. J., by the 
Church. 

Latham, Rev. Frank T., Suffield, Conn., by Ist 
Church. 

Leonard, J. M., Somerset, Mass., by Somerset 
Church, 

Leonard, Henry B., Somerset, Mass., by Som- 
erset Church. 

Leonard, Ralph Emerson, Somerset, Mass., 
by Somerset Church. 

Leyman, Jacob, Canton, Ohio, by the Church. 

Lyford, Prof. M., Waterville, Me., by the Bap- 
tist Church. 

Lyon, Charles, Danbury, Conn., by the 2d 
Church. 


MacGregor, Rev. Malcom, Fredonia, N. Y., by 
Mr. David Barrell. 

Main, Ida, Troy, N. Y., by 1st Church. 

Manchester, Asa P., New Bedford, Mass., by 
the ist Church. 

Manchester, Giles, Providence, R. L., by the 
Friendship St. Church. 

Matteson, Amos, South Hartwick, N. Y., by 
Leonard Matteson, deceased. 

Matteson, Henry, South Hartwick, N. Y., by 
Leonard Matteson, deceased. 

Maynard, Walter H. A., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
the Marcy Ave. Church. 

McCoy, Annie N., Fall River, Mass., by lst 
Church. 

MecWhinnie, James, Waterbury, Ct., by the 
Church. 


Meeker, Miss Martha M., Malone, N. Y., by 
the Church. 

Merrill, William, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Messler, Mrs. H. B., Canton, Il. 

Mick, Rey. William M., Lambertville, N. J., 
by the Church. 

McGill, Albert H., New York, by Madison 
Ave. Church. 

Millett, Benjamin, Woburn, Mass., by the 
Church. 

Mills, Thomas M. K., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Marcy Ave. Church. 

Mills, Mrs. Esther, Woburn, Mass., by the 
Church. 

Morse, Rey. Frank R., Brooklyn, N. Y., by the 
Tabernacle Church. 

Morgan, Rev, R. C., Connellsville, Pa., by 
Church. 

Mosher, Andrew J., Fall River, Mass., by Ist 
Church. 

Mott, Rev. C. A., Millville, N. J., by the 
Church. 

Moulton, Orson, Chelsea, Mass., by Carey 
Ave. Church. 

Moulton, Greenleaf T., Exeter, N. H., by the 
Church. 


Newcombe, Rev. W. A., Salmon Falls, N. H., 
by his Church. 

Nightingale, John S8., Fall River, Mass., by Ist 
Church. 


Owen, D. E., Newark, Ohio, by the Church. 


Parsons, J. Duane, Springfield, Mass., by 
State St. Church. 

Peck, Rev. A. C., Lawrence, Kansas, by the Ist 
Church. 

Philbrick, J. W., Waterville, Me., by the Bap- 
tist Church. 
Pierce, J. W., West Roylston, Maas., by self. 
Pointsett, D. B., Sykesville, N. J., by the Ja- 
cobstown Church. 
Post, Rey. Ansell Howard, Hutchinson, Kan., 
by Rev. J. C. Post. 

Prescott, A. S., Fort Wayne, Ind., by the 
Church. 

Puffer, Herbert C., Springfield, Mass., by 
State St. Church. 

Pymn, Miss Henrietta, Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Benj. L. Warner. 


Randall, John F., St. Louis, Mo., by the 2d 
Church. 
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1881. MEMBERS 


Read, J. Clarence, Fall River, Mass., by Ist 
Church. 

Reichelt, John A.. Chicago, Tl. 

Riggs. E. C., Townsend, Ohio, by self. 

Riggs, E. C., East Townsend, Ohio, bg himself. 

Roberts, E. G., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Strong 
Place Church. 

Rogers, Everett I., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Runyon, Isaac 8., Millington, N. J., by the 
Church. 


Sage, A. J., Huntington, Ohio, by self. 

Sargent, Rev. O. E., Jewett City, Ct., by the 
Church. 

Shipley, Alfred J., Waterbury, Ct., by the 
Church. 

Spence, James, Waterbury, Ct., by the 
Church. 

Sullivan, Rev. J. Wesley, Chadd’s Ford, Pa.,; 
by Brandywine Church. 

Sheldon, George W., Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Marcy Ave. Church. 

Snedecor, J. L., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Smith, Daniel, Exeter, N. H., by the Church. 

Smith, Mrs. Lydia Ann, Palermo, N. J., by 
her husband. 

Spencer, Matthias, Germantown, Pa., by 
Church. 

Spencer, Miss Louisa J., Canton, Ill. 

Stewart, Rev. Carey, Lyona, Pa. 

Still, Rev. A. B., Pattenburgh, N. J., by the 
Church. 

Stradley, G. C., Brooklyn, N. Y, by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Steelman, Rey. Henry B , North Orange, N. J., 
by Chas. J. Martin. 


FOR LIFE. 91 


Tapley, George W., Springfield, Mass., by State 
St. Church. 

Taylor, Mrs. William R, Brooklyn, N. Y. by 
Herkimer St. Church 

Teller, George G., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy > 
Ave. Church. 

Thompson, Mrs. Sarah L., Brooklyn, N. Y., 
by Mrs. B. L. Warner. 


Van Brunt, Jesse, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 


Ave. Church. 

Vaughn, Fred. B., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy 
Ave. Church. 

Wallace, Mrs. F. L., Meadville, Pa., by the 
Church. 

Warlow, Rev. William, Mullica Hill, N. J., by 
the Church. 

Waterman, George, Middleboro, Mass., by 
Central Church. 

Watkins, J. B., Lawrence, Kansas, by Ist 
Church. 


Welles, R. M., Towanda, Pa., by the Church 
West, Miss Abbie, Canton, Il. 
Westgate, Rev. H. 8., Kingston, N. Y., by the 
Church. 
Whitman, Otis H., Georgetown, N. Y., by the 
Church. 
Williams, Mrs. Mary Jane, North Orange, N. 
J., by Chas. J. Martin. 
Wisher, Rev. D. W., New York, by the 16th 
Church. 
Witter, N. B., Brooklyn, N. Y., by Marcy Ave. 
Church, 
Wright, Chauncey, Forest Lake. Pa., by self. 


Young, Charles E., Camden, N. J. 
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CHARTER OF THE SOCIETY. 


The American Baptist Home Mission Society was originally incorporated by 
Act of the Legislature of the State of New York, passed April 12, 1843. This 
Charter was amended Feb. 9, 1849, and further amended April 30, 1877. In its 
present form the Charter, is as follows: 


§ 1. All such persons as now are, or may hereafter become, members of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, formed in the City of New York, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, shall be, and hereby are con- 
stituted a wr! corporate, by the name of ‘‘ The American Baptist Home Mission 
peur aM for the purpose of promoting the preaching of the Gospel in North 

merica. 


§ 2. This Corporation shall be capable of taking, holding or receiving any 
pave , real or personal, by virtue of any devise or bequest contained in any 
ast will and testament of any person whomsoever, the clear annual income of 
which devise or bequest shall not exceed ten thousand dollars; provided, that 
every such bequest or devise shall be subject to the provisions of the act three 
hundred and sixty, of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty. It shall be law- 
ful for this Corporation to establish and maintain schools in connection with its 
missionary work among the colored population of the United States, now 
enerally known as freedmen, and also among the Indians of North America, and 
or that pereces to take and hold necessary real estate, and to receive, accumulate, 
and hold in trust endowment funds for the support of such schools, provided 
that the annual income of real estate and endowment funds held for the use and 
maintenance of such schools shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars. The net 
annual income of the said Society, arising from their real estate, other than that 
held for school purposes, shall not exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
§ 3. This Corporation shall possess the general powers and be subject to the 
rovisions cantained in title third of chapter eighteen of the firet part of the 
vised Statutes, so far as the same are ap Hicable and have not been repealed. 
N 4. This Act shall take effect immediately. 


5. The Legislature may at any time modify or repeal this Act. 


~ 
t 


CONSTITUTION. 


NAME. 
I.—This Society shall be called the Amgrican Baptpit Home Mission Socrery. 
OBJECT. 


f —— object of this Society shall be to promote the preaching of the Gospel in North 
merica. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


Itl.—The Society shall be composed of Annual Delegates, Life Members and Life Directors. 
Any Baptist Church, in union with the denomination, may appoint a delegate for an annual 
contribution of ten dollars, and an additional delegate for each additional thirty dollars. 
Thirty dollars shall be requisite to constitute a Member for life; and one hundred dollars. 
paid at one time, or a sum which, in addition to any previous contribution, shall amount to 
one hundred dollars, shall be requisite to constitute a Director for Life. 


OFFICERS. 


IV.—The Officers of the Society shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, two 
Auditors, one or more Corresponding Secretaries, and a Recording Secretary. 


MANAGERS. 


V.—There shall be fifteen managers, also residing chiefly in the City of New York, or its 
vicinity, who shall be divided by lot among themselves into three classes of five members each. 
The term of service of the first class shall. expire in one year, that of the second class in two 
years, and that of the third class in three years. At each annual meeting of the Society, after 
the first election under this amended Constitution, one class only shall be elected for the term 
of three years, 40 the end that the third part of the whole number of the managers, as nearly 
as possible, may be annually chosen; provided, however, that vacancies remaining in any class 
may be filled for the unexpired term of that class. The officers and managers shall be elected 
by ballot, and continue to discharge their official duties until superseded by a new election. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


VI.—The Treasurer, Auditors, Recording Secretary, and Managers of the Society shall con- 
stitute the Executive Board, to conduct the business of the Society, seven of whom shall be a 
quorum for that purpose. They shall have power to appoint their own meetings, elect their 
own Chairman and Kecording Secretary, enact their own By-Laws and Rules of Order, pro- 
vided, always. that they be not inconsistent with this Constitution; fill all vacancies which 
may occur in their own body, or in the offices of the Society, during the year, and, if deemed 
necessary by two-thirds of the members, convene special meetings of the Society. They shall 
establish such agencies as the interest of the Society may require, appoint agents and mission- 
aries, fix their compensations, direct and instruct them concerning their particular fields and 
labors, make all appropriations to be paid out of the treasury, and present the Society, at each 
annual meeting, a full report of their proceedings during the current year. 


DESIGNATED FUNDS. 


VII.—All moneys or other property contributed and designated for any particular mission- 
ary field or purpose shall be so appropriated, or returned to the donors or their lawful agents. 


TREASURER. 


VIII.—The Treasurer shall give bonds to such amount as the Executive Board shall think 
proper. 
ELIGIBILITY TO APPOINTMENT. 


IX.—All the Officers, Managers, Missionaries, and Agents of the Society shall be members in 
good standing in regular Baptist churches. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


X.—The Society shall meet annually for the election of Officers and Managers, and the 
transaction of other necessary business, at such time and place as the Executive Board shall 


appoint. 
ALTERATIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


XI.—No alteration of this Constitution shall be made without an affirmative vote of two- 
thirds of the members present at an annual meeting; nor unless the same shall have been pro- 
in writing, and the proposition sustained by a majority vote, at a previous annual meet- 

g. or recommended by the Executive Board, 
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